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Ag secretary proposes
water advisory panel

F

aced with a cattlemen group’s criticism of
state water law, Kansas Agriculture Secretary
Adrian Polansky told legislators on October
22, 2007, he’d like to create a committee
review process for groundwater control areas.
Polansky offered the proposal after spending last
legislative session fending off attempts by the
Kansas Livestock Association (KLA) to get
legislators to put a time limit on the state’s control
of areas where groundwater depletion has been
deemed excessive.
The organization’s attorneys say they’re
concerned the state’s chief water regulator, who is in
the Department of Agriculture, has too much
authority in establishing Intensive Groundwater Use
Control Areas (IGUCA’s).
KLA Attorney Alice Devine told the legislative
Special Committee on Energy, Natural Resources
and Environment at the Statehouse on October 22,
2007, there was no system for independent review
of an IGUCA order.
“KLA members are and have been very
concerned with the number, process and
permanency of IGUCA orders being implemented in
Kansas,” Devine testifies.
Polansky has offered to write a rule so the chief
engineer of water resources must appoint a
committee of “stakeholders,” including local water
users, technical experts, local groundwater district
members and his staff to periodically review the
order and confirm whether controls need change.
“Local input and voluntary control are valuable
to our state’s water resource management,” Polansky
said. “However, when they fail or are insufficient,
the chief engineer needs to be able to take action in
the pubic interest.”
Polansky reminded the committee they needed
only to look to Nebraska to “see what can happen
when local control and state priorities are not
aligned.”:
Nebraska owes Kansas vast amounts of
Republican River water due to overuse and lack of
state control.
Managers from groundwater management
districts in western and central Kansas suggested
Polansky was on the right track.
“There is currently no prescribed and guaranteed
review process for any IGUCA established, and
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there should be.” testified Wayne Bossert, manager
of the Northwest Kansas Groundwater Management
District No. 4 based in Colby.
Bossert also said lawmakers should clarify the
role of groundwater districts in initiating and setting
goals for IGUCA’s.

Garden City decides to fluoridate
water
Garden City commissioners have agreed to
fluoridate the city’s water supply. The city has received
a grant from United Methodist Health Ministry Fund to
install the fluoridation system. The grant which totaled
$133,579 stipulates that the city must maintain the
system for at least five years, according to a report in
The Garden City Telegram.
Public Utilities Joel Mahnken reported to citizens
that fluoride is a naturally occurring element in water at
about .2 to .3 parts per million in the city’s water prior
to installation of new fluoridation equipment. The
amount of fluoride found naturally in the water dropped
slightly in 2004 when the city started treating a portion
of its water at the reverse-osmosis treatment plant
operated by Wheatland Electric.
The new fluoridation system will increase fluoride
levels to about .75 parts per million.
The recommended level for water fluoridation is .7
to 1.2 parts per million (equivalent to 0.7 to 1.2
milligrams per liter), according to the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention, and at that level,
fluoride has been shown to prevent tooth decay.

Holton, Erie increase rates
Water rates in Holton in Jackson County north of
Topeka were increased two times in 2007. Rates
approved in mid-October added $5 to the minimum use
charge, plus a 0% increase for water usage.
The minimum charge for water use, including the
first 1,000 gallons had been $20 per month; that rate
was increased to $25. With the 9% volume rate
increase, a residence that used 4,000 gallons per month
saw its rate increase from $31.15 to $37.15.
The loss of a large rural water customer was the
reason cited by the city of Erie to increase rates by $10
per month for city residents. Neosho County Rural
Water District No. 4 had accounted for approximately
62% of the water produced by the city of Erie.
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KRWA.net provides
Online Directory of City/RWD Contacts
and a new Search feature

The "Systems Directory" as seen on the KRWA Web site under "Online
Resources" helps anyone find who's who in RWDs and cities in Kansas.
A new "Search" feature at the upper right of the KRWA homepage also
allows for a fast way to find any words "within" archived new items, from
The Kansas Lifeline magazine or from the entire site. Select the "systems"
link in the search frame and just type in a system name, click on the
looking glass. It's another shortcut to the "Systems Directory". When
using the "search" feature, always click on the looking glass to the right.
KRWA updates the directory weekly. Want a fast way to 'Google' the
Internet? Chose 'the web' link in the search frame and enter your words.
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Greensburg uses donations to help
fund new tank
The City of Greensburg is applying the donations
made through Kansas Rural Water Association to help
fund construction of a new water storage tank. The total
project cost is $676,000.
USDA Rural Development Director Chuck Banks
recently presented Mayor John Hansen and other city
officials with a ceremonial check for $170,000 in USDA
funding approved under the USDA’s Water and Waste
Disposal Program. The water storage tank is central to
the city’s rebuilding efforts.
The USDA funding is being leveraged with
$252,750 in FEMA funding, $112,000 of insurance
proceeds, $50,550 Kansas Emergency Fund, $33,700 in
Kansas Dept. of Emergency Management Fund and
$57,000 in contributions from the city. The city’s
contribution was made possible by funds donated by
Rotary Club, South Central Community Foundation and
from funds donated by cities and rural water district
through the Kansas Rural Water Association.
Donations by cities and RWDs thru the KRWA fund
total $ 76,750. A recent donation of $500 was made by
Osage County RWD 3; a $250 donation was made by
the City of Jamestown.

Kansas Department of Commerce
awards Water and Sewer funds to
13 communities
Thirteen Kansas cities will share more than $5
million in Water and Sewer grants through the federally
funded Community Development Block Grant program,
the Kansas Department of Commerce announced on
January 14.
This year’s recipients are the cities of Baxter
Springs, Burlingame, Circleville, Columbus, Hartford,
Lecompton, Lehigh, Medicine Lodge, Neosho Rapids,
Onaga, Stockton, Westmoreland and Wilson. The 13
cities will provide a combined $13,237,632 in matching
funds.
These grants awards will assist approximately
13,658 Kansans; 7,490 have low or moderate incomes.
In a news release, Kansas Department of Commerce
Secretary David D. Kerr stated, “We’re glad to provide
Water and Sewer grants to these 13 deserving
communities. The CDBG program is one of the
Department’s most effective tools to help rural Kansas
communities with quality-of-life projects.”
Water and Sewer grants are awarded through an
annual competition. The maximum award is $400,000
per project.
The Community Development Block Grant (CDBG)
program provides federal funding to Kansas
communities to address development and infrastructural

needs. For 23 years, the program has helped
communities enhance their quality of life by providing
decent housing and a suitable living environment and by
expanding economic opportunities, mostly for persons
of low and moderate income. The Department has
distributed more than $223 million in CDBG funding
since 1998.
For more information, contact the Community
Development Division of the Department of Commerce
at 785/ 296-3004 or comdev@kansascommerce.com, or
visit KansasCommerce.com.

The cities and the amounts are as follows:
City of Baxter Springs (Sewer) $400,000
The proposed project consists of removing sludge
from the existing lagoons, improvements to boxes
and piping and erosion repair. The city will
contribute $550,000.
City of Burlingame (Water) $400,000
This grant will upgrade water distribution lines,
hydrants and service pipes. USDA-Rural
Development will provide $847,500.
City of Circleville (Water) $370,000
The project involves construction of a new
50,000-gallon elevated storage tank, installation of
7,600 linear feet of water lines, 14 hydrants and
replacement of defective meters. USDA-Rural
Development will provide $434,060.
City of Columbus (Sewer) $400,000
This project involves the repair of manholes and
lines to reduce inflow and infiltration in the “East
Town” area of the city. The Kansas Department of
Health and Environment will contribute $762,236.
City of Hartford (Water) $400,000
The proposed project will include replacement of
approximately 27,400 linear feet of cast iron
waterlines and rehabilitation of the existing water
tower. USDA-Rural Development will provide
$1,365,000 in financing.
City of Lecompton (Water) $304,900
The city will construct a 150,000-gallon water
storage tank and demolish the existing tank. USDARural Development will provide $304,900 in financing.
City of Lehigh (Sewer) $400,000
This project will rehabilitate and expand the
existing three-cell treatment system. The Kansas
Department of Health and Environment will
contribute $369,595, and the city will contribute
$38,216.
City of Medicine Lodge (Water) $400,000
The city proposes to construct a raw water
transmission line from the well field to the city.
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The Kansas Department of Health and Environment
will contribute $730,505.
City of Neosho Rapids (Sewer) $400,000
This project entails the construction of a fourth
cell and replacement of south lift station. USDARural Development will provide $780,100 in
financing.
City of Onaga (Water) $400,000
The city will construct a new 150,000-gallon
water storage tank, demolish the old tank and
upgrade distribution lines. USDA-Rural
Development will provide $3,424,155 in financing.
City of Stockton (Water) $400,000
The proposed project involves replacement of
water distribution lines and fire hydrants. USDARural Development will provide $2,867,700 in
financing.
City of Westmoreland (Water) $356,730
The city will construct a 300,000-gallon ground
storage tank and remove the existing tank. USDARural Development will provide $356,730 in
financing.
City of Wilson (Water) $400,000
This project will provide improvements to the
water transmission line from the city’s wells to the
distribution system. The Kansas Department of
Health and Environment will provide $406,935 in
financing.

Marysville increases water rates
With the Marysville City Council’s approval, city
water rates recently increased at the base rate and for
water consumption.
The city’s financial advisor Rick Ensz was asked
in October to redesign a water rate structure that
would include a flat $5 monthly charge on the base
rate of city bills.
The city undertook evaluating rate increases to
help pay for needed improvements to the city’s
distribution system. The proposed improvements
include a new 500,000-gallon storage tank and a new
well. The city has not increased rates in three years;
water sales were also reduced in 2007 due to
seasonal rainfall.
An increase of approximately 25% has been
proposed, coupled with $100,000 yearly from the
city’s sales tax to pay the debt service for the new
water storage tank, well and $72,000 for the
purchase of radio-read water meters.
The city’s minimum usage bill is $10.60 for
2,500 gallons at 4.24 per thousand. All use over
2,500 gallons is billed at $2.91 thousand. With the
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proposed increase, the base rate would be $13.25 a
month, an increase of $2.65 a month, or $31.80 a
year as opposed to $60 a year for a flat $5 a month
increase. The new rates are $5.30 for the first 2,500
gallons then $3.64 per thousand thereafter for the
first year then a 5% increase in 2009 and a 7.5 %
increase in 2010. The city intends to review these
rates yearly to keep on track with the increase cost in
materials and labor.
According to a report in The Marysville
Advocate, about 88 percent or 1392 users of
Marysville’s customer use is between zero and
10,000 gallons, 8% or 119 customers use between
10,001 - 20,000 and 4% or 71 users uses between
20,001 - 2,006,800 gallons per month. What
bothered council members was the impact an
additional $5 monthly charge on the base rate and its
affects on low-income and fixed-income residents.
A new tower and well are needed to help meet
the water demands. The current elevated water
tower, built in 1955, holds 250,000 gallons. There
are about 1,600 city customers.
The city’s treatment and pump station is capable
of processing 1,200 gallons a minute at capacity. The
existing system only lets the city pump 900 a minute.
Marysville is presently on the Intended Use Plan
of the Kansas Public Water Supply Loan Fund to
receive a $1,925,500 loan at 3.63 percent interest for
the project.

Preserving federal reservoirs in Kansas
Lawrence Journal World editorial says state
officials are right to start looking seriously at how to
preserve federal reservoirs in Kansas
A recent meeting about the condition of the
state’s 24 federal reservoirs didn’t produce any
startling revelations, but the fact that state officials
understand the need to start discussing this issue is
an important step, writes the Lawrence Journal
World. Their editorial continued:
“Forty or 50 years ago when new federal
reservoirs were cropping up across Kansas, it seemed
that many of our water supply issues were solved. In
addition to providing flood control and recreational
opportunities, the new lakes provided nearby
residents an inexpensive and reliable source of water.
Even though officials knew that the reservoirs were
only expected to last 50 to 100 years, it was easy to
see that as an issue, we could worry about later.
“Well, later has arrived.
“As reservoirs like Perry Lake and Clinton Lake
age, silt and sediment accumulate on the lake beds,
limiting the amount of water that is stored there and
providing a fertile environment for algae that can
affect the taste and smell of the water. Without some

The Water Board Bible Series –
more than 42,000 copies sold nationally!

Check out the “Water Board Bible” series to help you with
your water or wastewater and governance issues.

he Water Board Bible Series is the only set of handbooks
written specifically for water and wastewater operators,
managers, superintendents, boards and councils/mayors.
They include case histories, samples practical tips and readyto-use forms. Busy operators need down-home help that
works!
For example The Operator’s Handbook: Facts, Figures &
More has the definitions, formulas, examples and basic
math to handle daily problems. This 7th KRWA handbook
covers:
 Valves
 Safety
 Pipes and piping  Flow
 Disinfection .. and much more
 Fittings

 Unsure how to prepare and use financial reports or audits? Get the

Hundreds of cities and rural water districts and more than 35
state and national associations have purchased the Water Board
Bible series. Check these publications that can help your system:

Special alert to boards/councils, managers and superintendents:
Capacity development by systems of all sizes is a requirement of
the 1996 Safe Drinking Water Amendments. These handbooks help
you rate your system’s technical, managerial and financial capacity.

T

 Worried about unproductive monthly meetings or
micromanagement?

Financial Accounting Guide for Small Water Utilities, vol. 3



Frustrated by customer communications? Use Practical
Communications for Small Systems, vol. 4

 Having trouble getting construction projects to come in on time, within
budget, meeting specs? You need Getting Results from Your Experts:
Engineers, Attorneys and More!, vol. 5

 Unsure what tools you need to handle development? Get Developers:
Coming Your Way Fast!, vol. 6

 Spending too much time finding formulas and facts? Order The
Operator’s Handbook: facts, Figures & More, vol. 7

See the original Water Board Bible. vol. 1

 Need protection against lawsuits and grievances?
Check out Practical Personnel Management for
Small Systems, vol. 2

The Water Board Bible series ...
available through:
Kansas Rural Water Association
PO Box 226
Seneca, KS 66538
ph: 785.336.3760 or e-mail us at
krwa@krwa.net for more information.
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kind of intervention, it’s only a matter of time before
the reservoirs can no longer serve their intended
missions.
“How long that takes depends on a lot of factors.
Although we have had some dry spells, this area has
been relatively fortunate in having sufficient rainfall
to maintain the level of our lakes. Serious droughts
in other parts of the country such as the Southeast,
have caused severe drops in lake levels and spurred
the need for water rationing.
”On the flip side, runoff from that rainfall also
has carried more sediment into our lakes, and
officials say soil conservation efforts haven’t been as
successful as they had hoped in controlling that problem.
“Although the timeline is uncertain, it is clear that
action will be needed to preserve our federal lakes as
a municipal water supply. Raising the lake levels or
dredging the lake beds are options, but either course
would be expensive and take years to accomplish.
“However, unless other options are found, it
seems we have little choice. Even with increased
emphasis on conservation, the demand for water is
bound to grow. Ensuring a supply of clean, potable
water is essential.
“If it takes large sums of money to preserve that
resource, we’ll have to find it – which is why we
should waste no time in setting a strategy and
looking at ways to fund it. Depending on Mother
Nature, we may already be getting a late start; we
can’t afford to get further behind.”

Scott City purchases 1,000 acres,
water rights for $2.1 million
The City of Scott City recently finalized the
acquisition of more than 1,000 acres of land – and
the water rights – from Dick Michael. The city is
now the owner of the former site of Krebs Feed Yard
and the surrounding acreage immediately north of
Scott City, according to The Scott City Record.
The driving force behind the purchase was a
desire to meet the city’s long-term water needs.
“This will provide the city with an excellent
supply of water into the next century,” says Mayor
Junior Strecker.
Securing additional water rights has been on the
council’s agenda for the past few years. They have
negotiated with area landowners for their water
rights, only to feel the asking price was too high or
to find that the water rights available would have
been inadequate.
“The water quality and quantity is ideal in this
area,” says Strecker, referring to the tract purchased
by the city.
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There are currently five water wells drilled on
the site now. This gives the city rights to an
additional 330 million gallons of water per year.
“This is a good opportunity for the city because
the water is there,” says City Attorney John Shirley,
who represented the city on the land purchase.
“There are people willing to sell their water rights,
but they didn’t have enough water.”
The proximity to the city was another factor that
made this deal attractive to the city. Strecker said the
city had been informed that piping water to the city
could cost about $250,000 a mile.
As another alternative, the council has previously
weighed the prospect of constructing additional
water storage facilities. However, providing enough
storage capacity as a back-up to the existing water
tower would cost in the neighborhood of $2 million.
At the present time, existing water wells are
meeting the city’s needs. Public Works Director
Mike Todd reports there are no immediate plans to
connect wells on the newly acquired land with the
city’s delivery system.
The purchase won’t mean an increase in taxes for
city residents. In fact, Shirley emphasizes tax dollars
can’t be used for the purchase of the land. The city
will issue industrial revenue bonds that will be paid
off with revenue from the water department.
Mayor Strecker feels the bonds can be paid off
without an increase in water rates. He says it is also
possible that renting the farm ground would also
provide enough income to help retire the IRBs.
The council still has to determine its next step in
regards to leasing farmland or the feedlot, which has
been vacant for several months. The $2.1 million
purchase price includes the feedlot, irrigation
equipment and other improvements.

$22.7 million conservation project
planned for Upper Arkansas
River Basin
The U.S. Department of Agriculture recently
announced a conservation project in Kansas that
will remove 20,000 acres of cropland from
cultivation to improve water quality and boost water
supplies in the Upper Arkansas River.
According to the USDA statement, the cropland,
located in 10 Kansas counties in the central and
western parts of the state, will be enrolled in the
Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program.
Landowners will enter into 14- to 15- year contracts
with USDA’s Community Credit Corp. and will
receive annual rental payments and other incentives
from CCC and the state of Kansas in return for
removing the land from cultivation.

The project will cost around $22.7 million over a
15-year period, and the state of Kansas will
contribute at least 20 percent of the cost through
payments to program participants and in-kind
services. CCC will cover the remaining costs.
“USDA is proud to collaborate with Kansas on
this important project that will improve and increase
one of the basic necessities of life, which is so vital
to the health and well-being of Kansans and other
area residents,” said Chuck Conner, acting
agriculture secretary, in the statement.
The primary goals of the project are to conserve
irrigation water and improve water quality by
removing land from agricultural production, the
statement said. Land in the program will no longer
need to be irrigated and will be transformed through
establishment of permanent vegetative cover and
other conservation practices. In addition, with fewer
acres under the plow, a reduced amount of
agricultural chemicals and sediment will enter
Kansas’s rivers and aquifers, it said.
The project will also “enhance habitat for a variety
of land and water plant and animal species, conserve
energy and reduce erosion,” the statement said.
The statement said the program may result in
18,600 acres of permanent native grasses and
legumes, 400 acres of permanent wildlife habitat,

200 acres of shallow water areas for wildlife, 400
acres of vegetative cover grasses, 100 acres of filter
strips, 100 acres of riparian buffer, and 200 acres of
wetland restoration.
Participants will receive annual rental payments
from CCC and the state of Kansas for enrolling the
land in the project, and up to 50 percent of eligible
costs for establishing approved conservation
practices, the statement said. CCC will provide a
onetime signing incentive payment and a practice
incentive payment for certain conservation practices,
and a onetime payment to cover 25 percent of the
cost of restoring the hydrology for some practices.
Kansas will provide a onetime upfront payment of
$35 per irrigated acre or $62 per irrigated acre,
depending on the soil type, and a onetime wetland
bonus of $350 per acre. In addition, the state will
pay up to $1,000 of the cost of plugging the
abandoned wells where water rights have been
terminated.
CCC will also develop conservation plans,
conduct compliance reviews and provide
information to potential participants, the statement
said. Kansas will provide a program coordinator,
staffing, and support for annual monitoring and
evaluation of changes, and will work to attract new
participants and perform other duties, it said.
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Over $207 million In USDA funds
delivered to Kansas
USDA Rural Development State Director Chuck
Banks today announced the Agency provided over
$207,130,000 in program funds benefiting Kansas
during the recently completed 2007 Fiscal Year.
Highlighting USDA Rural Development’s recently
completed 2007 Fiscal Year was a record funding of
over $127.8 million for affordable housing programs
delivered for Kansans and their rural communities.
“USDA Rural Development appreciates the
opportunity to provide much needed community and
economic development programming for Kansas.
These programs result in more desirable jobs, better
housing and an improved quality of life for Kansans.
To more effectively leverage these important
taxpayer-supported programs, the Agency partners
with the public, private and non-profit sectors. The
outstanding partnerships enjoyed by the Agency
allows more taxpayer dollars to return to Kansas,
funding invested in our State to benefit all Kansans,”
remarked State Director Banks
Since 2001, USDA Rural Development has
invested over $1.2 billion in funding to expand
single family homeownership, multi-family and
senior rental housing, community facilities,
economic development, water and waste disposal,
renewable energy and energy efficiency,
telecommunications, and value-added producer
programs across Kansas. Agency funding has
benefited over one million Kansans during this
period, and will support more than $5.5 billion in
future economic development in Kansas.
USDA Rural Development programming during
FY 2007 assisted Kansas rural communities in
supporting over 400 jobs, with more than 103,000
Kansans benefiting from various Agency-financed
community development projects. Additionally,
USDA’s rural housing program area helped over
1,400 Kansas families purchase a new single-family
residence or renovate their existing home; another
7,000 families also were provided access to safe and
affordable rental housing. Thousands more rural
Kansans are being served daily by Agency
programming through essential community facilities,
rural hospitals, water service, and electric or
telecommunications projects.
Senator Roberts said, “The USDA Rural
Development office in Kansas continually sets the
bar for success. I am proud of Chuck Banks and his
team and their remarkable accomplishments in
administering and delivering programs that help
promote rural homeownership, economic
development, renewable energy, energy efficiency,
and businesses in Kansas. These programs provide
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true momentum in ensuring the viability and quality
of life found in our rural communities in Kansas.”
U.S. Senator Sam Brownback also commented,
“My congratulations to USDA Rural Development
for another outstanding year of housing funding in
the state of Kansas. As a member of the Senate
Appropriations Committee, which funds USDA and
its various agencies, I am familiar with all the great
programs Rural Development has for rural Kansans
and proud of their success. This money will be
reinvested in the rural parts of our state to stimulate
job growth, economic development, and affordable
housing. This commitment to rural Kansas will
continue to pay dividends for many years to come.”
Congressman Jerry Moran, commenting on
today’s announcement, said “The record funding
distributed in Kansas by USDA Rural Development
is great news. Rural Development programs are of
vital importance to our state’s rural businesses and
communities. I commend the crew at USDA Rural
Development for all of their efforts.”
During today’s announcement, State Director
Banks thanked the Kansas Congressional Delegation
for their continued support of the Agency’s USDA
Rural Development programs. We should all thank
our U.S. Senators and Representatives for supporting
this benefit for the entire State,” remarked Banks.
USDA Rural Development’s mission is to deliver
programs that support increasing economic
opportunities and enhancing the quality of life of
rural Americans. As a venture capital entity, USDA
Rural Development provides equity and technical
assistance to finance and foster growth in
homeownership, business development, and critical
community and technology infrastructure in rural
America.
Additional information regarding USDA Rural
Development’s programs can be obtained by
contacting the Agency’s state headquarters at 785271-2700 or log onto the state’s USDA Rural
Development website at: www.rurdev.usda.gov/ks.

Support Associate Members
When a city or rural water district needs products or services,

SHOP ASSOCIATES FIRST!
Associate Members support the Kansas Rural Water Association.

For a current directory, with contact, e-mail addresses and
Web site information for Associate Members, check out
www.krwa.net, then under “membership.”

,
You don t just buy a newspaper
you buy news.
,
You don t just buy glasses
you buy
,
vision. And, you don t just buy an
association membership
you buy help to
turn a vision . . .
into reality!
Give any RWD or city the cutting edge
advantage of a membership to KRWA.
KRWA is supported with membership dues from more than 450 cities and
275 rural water districts, public wholesale systems and other type systems.
In addition, 265 Associate Members support KRWA. Participation by
Associate Members in KRWA helps water and waste water utilities have
ready access to the latest products and services and enables member
systems to shop and compare at the Annual Conference & Exhibition.
If you would like more information about KRWA services and how
membership helps support KRWA programs such as training and technical
assistance, legislative agendas, call the office at 785/336-3760. Also, be
sure to check the KRWA Web site at www.krwa.net.
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