by Jon Steele

KRWA helps Camp Kanza Boy
Scouts provide clean safe water

C

amp Kanza is a beautiful
south-central Kansas Boy
Scout camp that opened in
1963. The camp is located on
160 acres of wooded land in
the Ninnescah River Valley
less than a one-hour drive
southwest of Hutchinson. The
Quivira Council has two camps:
Camp Kanza and Camp QSR near
Sedan. The two camps serve
approximately 20,000 scouts in 30
counties in south-central Kansas.
Scouting is a great experience
for youth. It instills good moral
values, builds character and helps
develop leadership skills. All of
this in turn, hopefully helps
develop young men and women
into leaders of tomorrow. I recall
Jon Steele my experience in the Boy Scouts
Tech Assistant and its positive effects on me as a
youth. Scouting
taught many values
and skills that are
still with me today.
It is easy to
remember the smell
of the campfires, the
long hikes, planning
campouts, learning
about the
environment and
how to be a good
environmental
custodian. Probably the single
most important point that really
stuck with me was, to always “Be
Prepared.” That is a scouting
motto. This is sound advice and
something that is stressed today in
the waterworks industry.
It’s a water system!
My involvement with Camp
Kanza started many years ago,
when a request came from John
Goetz of the south-central district
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KDHE office. John asked KRWA
to assist the camp with its water
system. The camp’s water supply
serves several buildings, Camp
hydrants, a public pool, hand
washing stations, a full-scale

After a KDHE inspection, it
was determined that the Camp
was indeed classified as a public
water supply. And it had no
chlorination system in place! The
system was also not metered. So

After a KDHE inspection, it was determined that the camp
was indeed classified as a public water supply. And it
had no chlorination system in place!
kitchen and dinning hall that can
serve several hundred. The Camp
serves mostly scouts but also
some church and school group
events during the off-season. The
official Camp Kanza season for
the Boy Scouts runs from July
through August when they are the
only camp residents.

after a thorough inspection by
KRWA to determine what was
needed, a trip to a waterworks
supplier for materials was made.
Several hot days later, we had the
entire well house replumbed with
schedule 80 pipe complete with a
meter and a liquid chlorination
system and a sample tap. As luck

Beautiful Camp Kanza, built in the early 60s, is located on 160 acres of wooded
land in the Ninnescah River Valley southwest of Hutchinson. It is one of two camps
in the Quivira Boy Scout Council.
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KRWA Circuit Rider Jon Steele mixes chlorine for injection
into the well at Camp Kanza.

would have it, the underground
well power cable failed so the
camp ranger and I dug 150 feet of
ditch by hand in order to install a
new one – finishing off that
project with a little exercise.
Camp Kanza had never had a
certified water operator but that
was about to change. Today, Camp
Ranger Del Wyman is a certified
operator and participates in many
KRWA training sessions offered
across the state. Recently he
attended the chemical feed pump
session in Burden and the annual
conference in Wichita. The Camp
has been described as a diamond
in the rough. With Del’s
commitment to quality control, his
complying with KDHE standards,
plenty of hard work, dedication
and commitment – his dreams are
paying off. Today that “diamond”
is shining brighter with those
rough edges rapidly coming off.
Quite a transformation!
In a recent training session for
scouting officials held at the
Camp, Del received four standing
ovations during a speech given by
the executive director for his past
2 1/2 years of service as Ranger at
the camp. During that time, he has
insisted on using services
provided through KRWA training
and on-site technical assistance.
Each spring that scouting motto,

Camp Ranger Del Wyman checks chlorine residual after
treatment. He is now a certified water system operator.

“Be Prepared,” takes over as we
clean the wells, the water tower
and the distribution system as a
part of a preventative maintenance
program.
Spring startup
The system has a standpipe
that is drained during the winter to
prevent freezing when the demand
is low. A pressure diaphragm
bladder pressure tank is used
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during this time. In the spring
before the tower is filled, an
inspection and cleaning of the
standpipe interior is performed.
The tank is thoroughly cleaned
and disinfected with 100 ppm
chlorine solution before being put
into service. The super chlorinated
water is not wasted; instead it is
used to wash down the pool in
preparation for filling. The well
and the back-up well are cleaned
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and disinfected with a 1000 ppm
chlorine solution, keeping bacteria
in check. The well is then surged
to create the washing and mixing
effect and then the distribution
system is pumped full of this
super chlorinated water from the
well as a chlorine burn out. This
super chlorinated water is then
allowed to sit in the well and
distribution system for up to three
days. If the chlorine is still strong
at the end of the contact time then
it is pumped to waste and to the
swimming pool for cleaning
purposes.
The entire process takes about
a week, but it is well worth the
effort as part of the yearly tower
start-up procedure. The
chlorination of the wells will also
keep them in good working order,
preventing bacteriological
problems from occurring.
Actually, all well operators should
perform routine chlorine
treatments on their wells as a part
of routine maintenance program.
In addition, well records should be
kept with data such as static water
level, pumping water level,

specific capacity, pump discharge
pressure, pump shut off head,
pumping rate, amperage and
voltage readings.
The Boy Scout’s Camp Kanza
is a shining example of how a
very small water system can
improve performance and ensure

Steele removes manway cover on the Camp Kanza standpipe in preparation for
cleaning which is part of the yearly start-up procedure.

CUNNINGHAM SANDBLASTING
&

PAINTING COMPANY, INC.
4300 West 32nd Street Joplin, Missouri 64804

417-626-2800
Total Capability and Quality Workmanship
43 YEARS OF ACTUAL EXPERIENCE
24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

PROTECTIVE
COATINGS APPLIED

BONDED
INSURED

Hi-Build Epoxies
Urethanes, Industrial
Enamels, Etc.

INSPECTIONS AVAILABLE
COMPLETE WATER TANK MAINTENANCE PROGRAM
POWER WASHING AVAILABLE TO 3,000 P.S.I.

Sherwin Williams,
Tnemec, Ameron

CERTIFIED IN DELEADING OF INDUSTRIAL STRUCTURES
Experienced in all phases of cleaning, painting and repairing of water treatment plants, concrete
reservoirs, swimming pools, ground storage, standpipes and elevated water towers.
Membership
Kansas, Missouri, Arkansas, and Oklahoma Rural Water Associations
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providing quality water to all
users. KRWA is pleased to be
involved with the project and
stands 100% behind the Boy
Scouts of America motto and
encourages all water systems to
“Be Prepared.”
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If a scouting governing body
or other operator has any
questions about how KRWA might
be of assistance, please call
KRWA at 785/336-3760 or contact
us through the KRWA web site:
www.krwa.net.
Any of the KRWA staff would
be pleased to visit on-site or
attend a board or council meeting.

Call KRWA
Associates First!
Associate Members
are supporting your
Association. Support them!
When shopping for
products and services,
call Associates first!

www.krwa.net

Go to
KRWA's training calendar keeps
changing. For the latest information and to pre-register for
sessions, go to training then click on:

KRWA

Calendar & Registration
check session(s) you wish to pre-register for

Session Date:__________ Topic:___________________________ Location:_________________
Name:__________________________________ System:________________________________
Address:________________________________ City, State:______________________________
Send this form to KRWA, PO Box 226, Seneca, KS 66538 My phone number is_______________________________
or fax to KRWA at 785/336-2751 or go to the KRWA Web site listed above.
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