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by Dan Knupp

nce again the KRWA
Annual Conference and
Exhibition experienced
growth in numbers with

2156 enthusiastic
attendees surpassing last

year’s total by more than a
hundred. To break this number
down and identify who attended, a
list would consist of: Operators,
904, Administrators, 142, Decision
makers, 217, Public/industry, 829
and Government/agency, 64.
These numbers are revealing but
do not begin to tell the stories
about the diversity of their reasons
for attending. 

For a conference “newbie,”
exposure to the planning and
promotion processes during the
months prior left this writer with
many preconceptions of activities
about to take place. Not a stranger

to statewide, regional or even
national conferences, I was a little
skeptical about claims of fun and

enthusiasm and high session
attendance from co-workers and
conference regulars – but believe
me, “seeing was believing.” The
KRWA conference & exhibition
delivered everything as predicted. I
thought it came off “as advertised”
but here I’ll go a little further and

add, “as advertised – and a whole
lot more!”

Attendance is also inspired by
education, entertainment, awards
and networking but as technology

and our society changes,
the number of reasons
increases the same as
attendance numbers. One
new to the job of city
manager, Connie Conyac
from Stockton, said “our
city’s management just
has to become more
efficient. The budget is
tighter and community
needs are increasing,”
she explained. “I am
interested in GPS
mapping. It might be a
way to ‘at a glance,’ get a
better handle on city
utilities – what we have,
where they are and when
they were installed.” 

Veteran attendee, Alan Luttrell,
of Pratt and president of EBH &
Associates, said that coming to the
Annual Conference saves his

company time and money. “The
conference is perfect for doing
business. We call ahead to clients,
state and national agency personnel
and other principals to schedule
meetings at the conference,” he
explained. “I can do this easily,
even in a break room, because

everyone is there – and in a great
frame of mind.

Conference planning for next
year is well underway. Mark your
calendar now to attend the 39th

KRWA Annual Conference and
Exhibition 2006: March 28 , 29 and
30, 2006, Century II Convention
Center, downtown Wichita. Call
today to reserve a room for 2006.
(See Wichita hotels, addresses and
numbers in the sidebar on page 72.)
Rooms fill fast. 

Conference Roundup
Pre-conference details and
benefits

For the 10 years pre-
conferences have been scheduled,
attendance has steadily increased.
Attendees expect to get in-depth
training and information needed to
work in an ever increasingly
complex industry. The majority of
the pre-conferences include credits
for water and wastewater
operators toward their
recertifications. This year 1128
people from RWDs and cities
were in attendance early

As advertised – and more!
Conference 2005

O
Conference planning for next year is well underway. Mark your
calendar now to attend the 39th KRWA Annual Conference 
and Exhibition 2006: March 28, 29 and 30, 2006,
Century II Convention Center, downtown Wichita.

In his opening address Vern Silvers, keynote
speaker from Salina, charges attendees to,
“start today to enrich your life!” 
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Tuesday for the start of
the timely, in-depth
sessions.

At the fifth Annual
KRWA Attorneys’
Forum the chairs were
full and the crowd
enthusiastic. The
outstanding session
arranged by Gary
Hanson, partner of
Stumbo, Hanson and
Hendricks, Topeka,
was open to all
KRWA-member water
systems’ attorneys.
Professor John Peck,
University of Kansas
School of Law, spoke
on water law issues for public
water supply system lawyers;
Professor Mark Gross, University
of Arkansas, explained
engineering services contracts;
Elizabeth Dietzmann, Rolla,
Missouri, discussed representing
and defending Section 1926(b)
cases; and Gary Smith,
USDA/Rural Development,
Marilyn Graham, Kansas

Department of Commerce and
David Waldo and Rod Geisler,
Kansas Dept. of Health &
Environment, made presentations

on funding options for public
water and wastewater systems. 

Communities and RWDs with
water storage tanks all face the
same safety issues in owning
them. Rudy Leutzinger, Kansas
Department of Human Resources,
Clyde Zelch, Tomcat Consultants/
TAP Company, Randy Moore and
Tom Stechmann, Utility Service
Company, reviewed safety issues

for utility employees
and tank owners in
their session, “Water
Storage Tanks: A to
Z.” The group also
led a discussion on
finance, specifically
reviewing innovative
lease/purchase
options. 

For municipalities
or RWDs looking for
a savings in
administration costs,
Steve Thompson and
Lowell Lamer, KRWA
GIS/GPS Mapping,
presented “GIS/GPS
Mapping:
Applications,
Accuracies, Costs and
Usability.” Attendees

reviewed a fully developed
GIS/GPS water system application
to learn about the technology’s
potential in savings of time and

money for utility management. The
session also included a display and
discussion of sample GIS databases
and GPS receivers that detailed
accuracies, costs and usability. 

Workshop facilitators, Clifford
Cate, Trekk Design Group, Steve
Hontz, Ace Pipe Cleaning and
Brian Smith, Insituform, answered
important questions relating to
wastewater collection systems.
Their workshop, “The Unseen
Foundation: Wastewater Collection,
System Evaluation and
Rehabilitation,” covered evaluations
of collection systems and the
developing/implementing of sewer
system rehabilitation plans.

With new drinking water
regulations and treatment
requirements on the books, utility
managers and operators found
essential information in the
“Enhanced Coagulation and
Membrane Filtration
Technologies” workshop. Michael
Kalis, Archer Engineers, and
Leonard Whiting, Public Water
District 7, Cass County, Missouri,
led the group in learning of new
technologies for water treatment
including enhanced coagulation
and sedimentation technologies for
surface water as well as membrane
filter treatment technologies. The
presentation included actual
experience at direct purchase of

Michael Kalis, of Archer Engineers, makes a pre-
conference session presentation to a full class 
for Enhanced Coagulation and Membrane 
Filtration Technologies on Tuesday.

Tetra Tech EM Inc., through grants from KDHE and
EPA, presented a pre-conference session for small
communities in developing vulnerability assessments
and emergency preparedness plans.  

KRWA KAN STEP Techs left, Pete Koenig and Shane
Holthaus ready the new KRWA display booth to sell
Water PAC tickets along with board Secretary Mike
Mayberry and President Pat Shaffer at right.
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As advertised . . .

equipment for in-house
construction of a state-of-the-art
rural water district enhanced
coagulation/sedimentation and
ultra-filtration membrane
treatment facility. 

“Administrators’ Forum:
Getting the Right Help – Making
the Right Decisions,” was a special
session presentation made by
nationally acclaimed Carl Brown,
Missouri Department of Natural
Resources, and Sandy Neal,
Alliance Water Resources, Inc. The
session included processes to help
determine when professional,
outside help is needed and also how
to determine what type of provider
to obtain. The presenters also
detailed the complex area of asset
management in simple terms
covering five areas: inventory, level
of service, criticality and risk,
management and cost alternatives,
and rate setting. 

Eric A. Yehle, now with
Industrial Ninja LLC, updated
attendees in the ongoing
internet/computer wars with
“Computer Security: Anti-Hacker
101!” Information needed to take
responsibility for computer security
and an information CD loaded with
security tools (provided by KRWA)
was made available to participants. 

Through a grant from the
Kansas Department of Health and
Environment (obtained from the
Environmental Protection Agency,)
Tetra Tech EM Inc.’s Jeremy
Kaufman and Chris Hill presented
“Vulnerability Assessments for
Small Water Systems in Kansas.”
The training included knowledge on
how to conduct a Vulnerability
Assessment (VA) to identify
deficiencies and weaknesses; how
to develop facility-specific ERPs;
and recommendations as to the best
measures and improvements to
provide a reasonable level of risk –
with aims of helping ensure the
security and safety of the facility.

After two years in
development, KanCap, KDHE’s
board/council training program is

nearing completion. The session,
“KanCap: Improved Management
for Better Drinking Water,”
presented by Cathy Tucker-Vogel,
KDHE and KRWA’s Pat McCool
gave an overview of the soon to

be launched program, giving
examples of exercises and sections
included in the 290-plus-page
book and the interactive CD that
will accompany the publication. 

Hyatt Regency, attached to Century II with complimentary
parking garage; Ph. 316/293-1234; $112 single; $122 double.
(80 rooms remain as of 5/15)
Radisson Broadview Hotel, 400 W. Douglas with complimentary
parking garage; Ph. 316/262-5000; $90 (one to two persons).
Deluxe King, $119
Hotel at Old Town, 830 E. First, complimentary parking garage;
Ph. 316/267-4800; $95 Queen; $99 King
Clubhouse Inn & Suites, 515 S. Webb Road; Ph. 316/684-1111;
comp. full hot breakfast buffet, $69 flat
Four Points by Sheraton, 5805 W. Kellogg Avenue; comp. full
hot breakfast; Ph. 316/942-7911; $69 flat
Wichita Fairfield Inn, by Marriott; 333 S. Webb Road; Ph.
316/685-3777; comp. continental breakfast; $65 flat, complete
renovation in 2005
Best Western Governors Inn & Suites; 4742 S. Emporia, Ph.
866/522-0775 or 316/522-0775; comp. deluxe continental
breakfast; king $59 or double $69
Inn at the Park, 3751 E. Douglas; Ph. 316/652-0500, comp. full
breakfast buffet; $99 flat; reserve by 2/27
Cambridge Suites, 120 W. Orme, downtown Wichita; Ph.
316/263-1061, $99 Executive Suite; $109 Studio Double; $129
Penthouse Suite
LaQuinta, 221 E. Kellogg; comp. breakfast, in walking distance
to Century II, comp. shuttle to Century II and airport; Ph.
316/269-2090; $79 flat 
CrestHill Suites Hotel Company, 12111 E. Central Avenue; Ph.
888/723-1655 or 316/689-8000; comp. deluxe continental
breakfast; studio or one bedroom w/king bed $69
Holiday Inn Select, 549 S. Rock Road; Ph. 888/558-5113 or
316/681-5083, for king or double, (one to four persons); comp.
buffet breakfast; $79 flat
Hampton Inn, 3800 W. Kellogg; Ph. 316/945-4100; comp. airport
shuttle and deluxe hot breakfast far; $104 flat
TownePlace Suites by Marriott, 9444 E. 29th St. N.; Ph 316/631-
3773 Ext. 520; comp. continental breakfast; full kitchen; $67
studio; $79 on double/double with sleeper sofa
Holiday Inn at Wichita Airport, 5500 W. Kellogg Drive; Ph. Hotel
Direct Reservations: 1-800-255-6484, $70 flat rate (kings and
doubles: one to four persons)

Rooms have been blocked at the
following hotels for the 2005
conference. Make sure you 
request the KRWA block.

Hotel accommodations
for Conference 2006
Hotel accommodations
for Conference 2006

••

••
••
••
••
••
••
••

••
••
••
••
••
••

••
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Plan for 2006

These pre-conference
workshops offer the cutting-edge,
in-depth information needed to
make a profitable difference in a
utility or community system
operation. To take advantage of
these priced-right, critical
information education venues,
utility and municipality
administrators should plan now to
invite board or council members
and schedule key water or
wastewater employees to attend
next year’s pre-conference
workshops. 

BBQ was “Smokin,” 
Carnival was “Rockin”

BBQ, spicy and hot, cole slaw,
potato salad, baked beans and rolls,
were perfect entrées for Carnival
Nite. With a complimentary cowboy
straw hat provided to the 1200 plus,
the audience was ready for a fun
time. Folks buzzed with delight as
the Matt Engle Band played, the

ride lights flashed and the midway
barkers cajoled the crowd to do
battle with the carney games of
chance. This cacophony of delight
has become a favorite for
Association members and their
families. The sheer number of
games, Frog Bog, Bug Blaster,
Skee Ball, Kentucky Derby, Sharp
shooter, Hoop Shot and the crowd
favorite, Hi-Striker and others,
made for a complete family evening
for testing skills and being
competitive at each and every one.
For the strong and daring, old and

new attractions were kept busy till
the midnight hour. The sledge
hammer was hot and the bell was
ringing. “How could those little
guys score so high every time?”
The new Euro Bungee attraction
got busier as the late night libation
wagons worked their magic. Those
daring the bungee apparatus defied
gravity and showed their agility and
prowess at gymnastics. For the

young or faint of heart, the
Carnival’s signature “Spider” ride
ruled   the evening. What a night
for everyone!  

Carnival Nite 06 is warming up!

Sponsored by KRWA,
Carnival Nite is a free event with
pre-registration. Otherwise, it’s
$20 at the door. Don’t miss what’s
new in ’06; plan now to attend
next year's event.

Conference 05 Opens with a
Historic Image of Kansas Water

You could almost hear the eerie
moan of the Aeromotor windmill
turning to catch the wind. The
corroded metal stock tank to the
side is poised to hold earth-chilled

water a determined wind has
coaxed to the surface. KRWA
General Manager Elmer
Ronnebaum welcomed conference
attendees as the 2005 Conference
theme and big screen illustration

proclaim “Quality
Water, Sustaining
Kansas
Communities.” 

Conference Video
the 20th Success 

Thanks again
to the artistic talent
of Linda Windler of
Thoroughbred
Systems and
concepts by

KRWA’s Elmer Ronnebaum, this
year’s 20th conference video
production sparkled with segments
that included the senders’ voices
and images quoting commendation

Right: The complimentary cowboy hats
made the BBQ taste better! 
Below: The Spider ride generates a pair
of smiles during Carnival Nite. 
Below left: A Carnival Nite attendee
receives a special bouquet from one of the
many merrymakers present at the event. 
Below Right: The Matt Engle hat band
played for a predominantly “hat crowd” at
the BBQ.
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letters about projects that KRWA
staffers had assisted RWDs and
communities with during the past
year. The work truly illustrated
how KRWA is helping sustain
Kansas Communities. 

Welcome and Keynote

After board president Pat
Shaffer made the official welcome
and board member Dennis
Schwartz gave the invocation, Pat
introduced keynote speaker and
management consultant Vern
Silvers of Salina. 

Vern warmed up to the crowd
instantly, explaining with many
examples, that we all have needs
and it is very important that they

are met or we will be very
unhappy. Through the use of
Psycho-cybernetics and Emotional
Intelligence, very effective self-help
tools, enhanced self esteem can be
the cornerstone to harmony in life. 

Vern’s insight in living well
resonated when he said, “We also
need to help others meet their
needs. We have instruments that
can show our 10 top needs in life
and order of importance. Knowing
this, we can give compliments but
we have to be sincere or people will
quickly pick this up. We are what
our self-image has been built to be
at this point in life. We can train our
minds and replace negative

thinking with these seven things: do
one positive aspect today; turn one
negative into a positive; make a list
of the good things from the past;
save things that represent rewards
in your life; soar with eagles; find

something good about family
members, spouse and friends and
tell them; and finally, building
others helps build you, tearing them
down will not.”

“You need to do more than
just set daily goals and eat bran
flakes. You can go to advanced
visions, self expectations and even
sugar coated cereal. Take time for
quiet time each day. What you
run through your mind will
become part of you,” Vern
emphasized.

And they’re Off: 
Race to the Exhibits 

An enormous amount of work
is represented by vendors who
came from across the country to
fill 286 exhibit booth spaces to
display their wares on the Century
II Expo Hall floor. During move-
in, behemoth vehicles, mounted
with specialty water and sewer
equipment, rolled through the door

KRWA’s Bob Kirby on
the loading dock at
left and Jim Jackson
at right help three
exhibitors move
displays and 
collateral materials
into assigned booth
spaces on Tuesday
before the conference.
This is a much
appreciated service
for vendors
participating in the
exhibition. 

Beats using a pair of pliers and maybe
huring your back.

Century II stage
hands, and KRWA’s
Dan Byers (just
stepping off the
platform), Jon Steele
and Jim Jackson
(looking up) are
securing the
Aeromotor head to the
windmill tower before
Wednesday’s opening
session. "It's a first
time!"  According to
Century II staff, there
had never before
been a full size,
working windmill on a
stage in Century II.  
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just ahead of a little cart with a
computer display of new software.
All told, tons of brochures and
premium items are given away to
attendees. More tons of display
modules loaded with photos,

signage, product samples, and
computers for use by sales reps
are also wheeled in. All of this
move-in for vendors and their
stuff is expedited by KRWA staff
members waiting at the doors with
carts for the vendors to arrive.
They assist in getting equipment,
brochures, premiums and displays
to the vendor’s booth location. A
sales manager from Nebraska
exclaimed, “I’ve not experienced
another conference anywhere that
provides help with a smile during
move-in. What a stress reliever.” 

The gates for exhibits opened
at 4 p.m. on Tuesday and at 10
a.m. after the conference opening
session Wednesday morning. At
the exhibit opening, the
background noise in the hall

immediately elevates
because of hundreds of
people all talking at
once – business! For
sure everyone looks at
the display, kicks the
tires and picks up a
pencil or keychain, but
most come to talk –
vendors and attendees
alike. The business
taking place on the
Expo floor has been
half of the Annual

Conference and
Exhibition for many
years. As of June 1,
nearly 200 of the booth
spaces have already
been reserved for 2006.
That’s quite a tribute to
any organization – to
have more exhibitors
than space will allow.
(Note the list of
supporting Expo Hall
vendors on page 76.)

Session coordinators move
faster than one-armed paper
hangers!

Some 48 education sessions,
most full or standing room only,
filled Century II and Hyatt
classrooms non-stop for a day-
and-a-half. Randy Johnson,

KRWA training director, served as
education session coordinator with
many other KRWA staffers
helping – helping get equipment
and chairs around the wallpaper
hangers! It was agreed by all that
the KRWA conference is not the
optimum time to redecorate the
facility but the challenge was
overcome with people efficiently
flowing into those classrooms. 

Conference sessions were
attended by utility
superintendents, operators, city
clerks, board members, managers,
meter readers, city council
members, mayors, and their office
managers, field staff and many
others. These attendees
represented 455 public water
systems, (289 cities, and 166
RWDs or other public systems).
Topics for sessions included: 

• Water Tank Sanitary issues

• Fair Labor Standards Act – 
Wage & Salary Issues

• The Use of Combined  
Chlorine in Water Treatment

• Regulatory Update for Public 

• Water Supply Systems

• Wastewater Plant 

• Utility Job Descriptions: Do  
Yours Comply With FLSA?

• Regulatory issues for
Wastewater Treatment 
Facilities

The conference sessions were
presented by a variety of regional
professionals dealing with water

Top: Everyone came to
talk – attendees and
vendors alike!
Right: Well, most
everyone. Gary Morrison,
Allgeier Martin and
Associates, and Marilyn
Graham have a southern
Missouri songfest. Marilyn
retired as Kansas
Department of Commerce
CDBG program manager
on June 6, 2005. 
Below right: A class on confined space
safety equipment is taught by Midwest Fire
Training Associates. On subjects from A to
Z, 48 regular and concurrent sessions were
held on Wednesday and Thursday. 
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A S C Pumping Equipment
A W Schultz
A. Y. McDonald Manufacturing
Ace Pipe Cleaning
Acord Cox & Company, CPA’s
Adaptor Inc.
Alexander Pump & Services
Allgeier, Martin & Associates
Alliance Pump & Mechanical Service
Alliance Water Resources
AllMax Professional Solutions
ALTIVIA
American AVK Company
American Flow Control
Anderson Peck Agency
Archer Engineers
Arkhola Sand & Gravel
B & B Permastore
B G Consultants
Baburek Metal Preserving Company
Bachelor Controls
Badger Meter
Bartlett & West Engineers
BRB Contractors, Inc.
Brenntag Southwest
Bucher, Willis & Ratliff
Bumgardner Sales & Service
Burns & McDonnell Engineering
C.A.M. Incorporated
Carbon Central
CES Industrial Piping Supply
Chlorinators Incorporated
City of Lyons
Clarke Well & Equipment
Clear Water Equipment
Comm-Tronix
Continental Analytical Services
Cunningham Sandblasting & Painting
D C & B Supply Company
D&M / Wretman Company
Data Delivery Devices
DEWCO Water Equipment
Ditch Witch of Kansas
Division of Water Resources, Kansas
Douglas Pump Service
Dworkin Company
Earles Engineering & Inspection
Earth Science Laboratories
East Jordan Ironworks
EFI-Wright Sales
Enviro-Line Company
Environmental Protection Agency
Evans, Bierly, Hutchison & Associates
Flow Solutions Company
Fluid Equipment Company
Foley Equipment Company

Ford Meter Box
Gathright Marketing Company
GIS Workshop, Inc.
Green Equipment Company
Ground Water Associates
Hach Company
Hajoca Corporation
Haynes Equipment Company
Heartland Waterworks Supply
Hersey Meter Company
Hilti, Incorporated
Home Power Systems
IAPMO
IBT, Inc.
Indeck Water Treatment Systems
Industrial Sales Company
InfiniTec
Insituform Technologies
Irvine-England Associates
ISCO Industries
Itron
Jayhawk Software
JCI Industries
JCM Industries
Johnson Service Company
Kaeser Compressors
Kansas Department of Agriculture
Kansas Department of Commerce
Kansas Dept. Health & Environment
Kansas Geological Survey
Kansas One Call System
Kansas Rural Water Association
Kansas Water Office
Key Equipment
KS Assoc. For Conservation & Env. Ed.
LaMotte Company
Larkin Group
Layne Western
Letts Van Kirk & Associates
Liquid Waste Management
Mack McClain & Associates
Maguire Iron
Master Meter Company
Mayer Specialty Services L.L.C.
Micro Comm
Mid America Valve
Mid West Fire Training Associates
Midland Manufacturing
Midwest Environmental Systems
MidWest Meter
Miller & Associates, Consulting 

Engineers, P.C.
MKEC Engineering Consultants
MMG Water & Wastewater Products
Mobile Enviro-wash
Mountain States Pipe & Supply
Mueller Company
Municipal Pipe Services
Municipal Pipe Tool/Nutri-Ject Systems
N Zone Sportswear
Natgun Corporation

National Waterworks
Nowak Construction Company
Olathe Winwater Works Company
Olsson Associates
Paving Maintenance Supply
PipeLife - Jet Stream
Pittsburg Tank & Tower Company
Poe & Associates
Pollardwater.com
Ponzer - Youngquist
Price Bros. Equipment Company
Professional Engineering Consultants
Pump & Power Equipment
Pumps/Western Hydro
R. E. Pedrotti Company
R. H. Tauser & Associates
Rainmaker Sales
Ray Lindsey Company
Ryan Chemical Company
Salina Supply Company
Sargent Drilling
Schwab-Eaton, PA
Sellers Equipment
Sequoyah Software & Consulting
Severn Trent Services
Shafer, Kline & Warren
Smith & Loveless
Smith-Blair
SOLARBEE - Pump Systems Inc.
Stiles-Kem
Sturgis Materials
Subsurface Solutions
T T Technologies
Tetra Tech EM, Inc.
TGO Technologies
The Sherwin-Williams Company
Thoroughbred Computer Systems
Tnemec Co./Midwest Coating Consultants
Tomcat Consultants / TAP Company
TranSystems Corporation
Tri-State Engineering
Truck Parts & Equipment
Tyler Pipe Company
United Rentals Trench Safety
United Water Works
USA Tank Storage Systems
USABlueBook
USDA Rural Development
Utility Contractors
Utility Maintenance Contractors
Utility Service Company
Utility Solutions Associates
Vermeer Great Plains Inc.
Water Products
Watertower Maintenance / Water Tank
Inspection
WaterWise Enterprises
Wichita Winwater Works Company
Wilson & Company Engineers &  

Architects

Exhibitors, 2005 
KRWA Conference



77July 2005 T H E  K A N S A S  L I F E L I N E  

issues in their own businesses or
organizations including:
Association members from Kansas
RWDs, cities, and vendors (many
doing double duty with their
exhibition booths), state and

federal government agency
representatives, and KRWA staff.
(See the list of presenters on
page 78.)

Attendees appreciate the
generosity of the presenters in
taking time to keep their subject
materials up to date and focused
on current system needs.
Complementing the session
presenters were the Association

members serving as moderators
who made introductions and
assisted presenters in conducting
sessions in many times standing
room only classrooms. This is one
conference where you never hear:
“Okay, time to move to the
classroom!” Hey, if you’re late,
the chairs are likely to be taken.

Conference Awards Banquet

After a jam packed day of
sessions, and business on the Expo
Hall floor, a social hour was the
perfect transition to a great meal
and the Conference Awards
Banquet. Quick trips were made
back to the room to freshen up and
make a phone call before before
nearly 700 participants started for
the banquet room. The crowd
enjoyed entrées of roast beef, fried
turkey, red skin potatoes and
vegetable, topped off with
wonderful carrot or cheese cake. 

With the meal finished the
crowd settled down a notch but
with apprehension growing as Pat
McCool, KRWA consultant and
longtime KDHE district engineer,
walked across the stage with a big
smile to emcee the award
presentations. Pat started off, and
warmed the crowd by saying, “We
are here tonight to recognize
outstanding individuals and water
systems. In this morning’s video
you saw and heard systems across
Kansas express appreciation for the
help they have received through
KRWA programs. These programs
all help local communities, RWDs
and cities to improve quality of life.
These communities and systems
accomplish this by hard work, by
attending training, by doing what
needs to be done when it needs to
be done. Tonight the Association
will take a few minutes to
congratulate the people in local
communities who help bring the
services of their RWD or city’s
utilities to the homes of all their
customers.”

The following awards were
presented:

Consumer Confidence Reports

For RWDs and Privately owned
systems –

• Third place, Leavenworth 
RWD 7

• Second place, Pottawatomie 
RWD 2

• First place, Public      
Wholesale District 4

For Municipalities under 3000 –
• Third place, City of 

Nortonville

• Second place, City of       
Bentley

• First place, City of 
Enterprise

For Municipalities 3000 – 25000 –
• Second place, City of 

Holton

• First place, City of Winfield

For Municipalities serving more
than 25,000 –

• Second place, City of     
Garden City

• First place, City of 
Manhattan

The CCR contest was judged
by KRWA staff.

Ground Water Systems

“What is a Source Water
Star,” asked emcee Pat McCool?
“These are the systems that have
successfully completed and
implemented a wellhead
protection plan through the KRWA
Ground Water Tech Program.” 

Award certificates were
provided by KRWA Ground Water
Tech Doug Helmke to the cities
and RWDs of Andale, Cheney,
Enterprise, Marysville, Overbook,
Osage RWD 5 and Washington
RWD 1. 

This award category
recognizes groundwater systems
that did an outstanding job in 2004
in two areas. First, they evaluated
the area contributing recharge to
their source of supply. Second,
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Paul Mueller CH2M Hill
Susan Lang U.S. Department of Labor
David Butler One Call Concepts
Cheryl Treptow Mid West Fire Training Associates
Kevin Jones Mid West Fire Training Associates
Mike McClain Mack McClain & Associates
Sandy Neal Alliance Water Resources, Inc.
Don Teeters City of Little River
Mike Kalis Archer Engineers
Fred Eisenbarth Alpha Supply Company
Lane Letourneau Division of Water Resources
Bob Myers Newton City Attorney
Jamie Shibel Mack McClain & Associates
Merle & Linda Windler Thoroughbred Systems, Inc.
Ralph Flournoy EPA, Drinking Water Branch
Michael Zimmerman  Archer Engineers
Kevin Menning Hach Company
Leonard Whiting Cass County PWSD 7
Fred Douglas Douglas Pump Service, Inc.
Kyle Risenhoover ISCO Industries, Inc.
Mike McEvoy Chemquest, Inc.
LaVene Brenden Bartlett & West Engineers, Inc.
Gary Smith USDA Rural Development
David Waldo Kansas Dept. of Health & Environment
Rod Geisler Kansas Dept. of Health & Environment 
Vickie Wessel Kansas Dept. of Health & Environment
Cathy Tucker-Vogel Kansas Dept. of Health & Environment
Kelly Kelsey Kansas Dept. of Health & Environment
Helen Holm Kansas Dept. of Health & Environment
Marsha Carpenter Kansas Dept. of Health & Environment
Terry Randles City of Topeka
Margaret Fast Kansas Water Office
Eric Yehle Industrial Ninja, LLC
Pat McCool Kansas Rural Water Association
Ron Rappard Layne Western Company
Stephen R. Thompson Kansas Rural Water Association
Steve Hontz Ace Pipe Cleaning, Inc.
Gary Hanson Stumbo, Hanson & Hendricks, LLP
Craig Edlund Alliance Water Resources, Inc.
Dan Knupp Kansas Rural Water Association
Terry Alexander Alexander Pump & Services, Inc.
Becky Kester Kansas Department of Commerce
Brian Smith Insituform Technologies USA, Inc.
Jeremy Kaufman Tetra Tech Em, Inc.
Carl Brown Missouri Department of Natural Resources
Clyde Zelch Tomcat Consultants / TAP Company
Chris Hill Tetra Tech Em, Inc.
Randy Moore Utility Service Co., Inc.
Elizabeth Dietzmann Elizabeth M. Dietzmann
Merle Windler Thoroughbred Systems, Inc.
Joe McClain Mack McClain & Associates
Clifford Cate Trekk Design Group
Rod Winkler Kansas State Farm Service Agency
Jim Panek McCrometer, Inc.
Dennis Schwartz Shawnee RWD 8
Lowell Lamer Kansas Rural Water Association
Steve Miller PureLine Treatment Systems
Ken Bieker Kansas Department of Human Resources
Tom Stechmann Utility Service Co., Inc.

Above top: Vern Silvers, Salina, makes a point during his
presentation, “Where There’s a Will, There’s a Way! Have
a Positive Attitude.” Above: Ralph Flournoy, EPA, shows
by the numbers the impact of three new drinking water
rules the EPA plans to publish in 2005.

Presenters, 2005 
KRWA Conference

The generosity of the presenters in taking time to keep their subject materials
up to date and focused on current system needs is appreciated greatly.  
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they developed a wellhead
protection plan to protect
unwanted contaminants from
impacting water quality.

The city of Andale developed
a wellhead protection plan in
response to a leaking underground

storage tank at a former gasoline
service station. Traces of MTBE
have been detected in samples
from one city well. The tank has
been excavated and remediation of
the site has begun.

The city of Cheney developed
a wellhead protection plan due to
the recognition of the monetary
investment they have in the new
wellfield. The original in-town
wells have been impacted by
nitrates and grain fumigants. 

The city of Enterprise likewise
has no impending threats but
recognizes they can help prevent
future problems by having a plan
in place. They hope to have a
sewer district established which
will eliminate the use of multiple
septic systems in the proximity of
their wellfield. 

The city of Marysville has a
newer wellfield in an area used
primarily for crop production.
They also recognize the

investment they have made and
the costs to replace it if a new
source of supply has to be found
and developed.

The city of Overbrook depends
on deep wells to supply high
quality water to system patrons.

Osage RWD 5 has wells in the
same area which supplement their
surface water source of supply.
Both water systems recognize
the benefits of a regular
inspection and maintenance
program to keep the wells in
good condition. They also
recognize the benefits of the
Continuous Conservation
Reserve Program (CCRP) and
septic system maintenance by
homeowners in the immediate
area of system wells.

Washington RWD 1 has
multiple wellfields which are
equally important to the
operation of the entire district.
The loss of one wellfield
would greatly test the capacity
of the other two wellfields to
supply water throughout the
large district. They have
identified abandoned water
wells as a significant threat
and will use public education

activities to persuade homeowners
and landowners to have these wells
plugged. They also hope to use
home and farm waste handling and
disposal education programs to
ensure the availability of high
quality water.

The Great American
Water Taste Test

“Drink up,” emcee
Pat McCool exclaimed!
“It’s the Best Tasting
Water in Kansas
Contest. We have 12
entries this year for our
fifth annual contest.”
The winner of each state
contest automatically is
entered in NRWA’s
national “Great
American Water Taste
Contest” in Washington
D.C. (Read about the
winner in the sidebar on
this page). 

In 2002, the city of
Emporia was judged
Kansas winner and was

among the five finalists in the
nation. In 2003, the Kansas winner
was Public Wholesale Water
Supply District No. 4 at Big Hill

KRWA’s 2004 SOURCE WATER STARSKRWA’s 2004 SOURCE WATER STARS

f you’re
looking for
the best

tasting water in
the nation,
move to Alaska.
The Lower
Kuskokwim
School District /
Kipnuk of Bethel, Alaska
took top honors on April 19,
2005, at the 6th Annual
Great American Water
Taste Test. The taste test is
held each year on Capitol
Hill in conjunction with the
National Rural Water

Association’s
Annual Rally in
Washington, DC. 

The five
finalist were:
Western
Greene County
Regional Water
District,

Walcott, Arkansas; Cass
Rural Water District,
Kindred, North Dakota;
Yampa, Colorado; Lower
Kuskokwim School District /
Kipnuk, Bethel, Alaska; and
the town of Afton,
Wyoming.

I

GREAT AMERICAN WATER TASTE TESTGREAT AMERICAN WATER TASTE TEST
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Reservoir near Cherryvale. That
year their sample went on to win
the national contest. Last year, the
Kansas winner was Emporia and
was judged for top honors in
Washington, D.C. 

The panel of judges composed
of Rita Clary, city clerk, city of
Troy and Jim Jackson, KRWA
sourcewater tech, selected these
finalists: city of Parsons, Public
Wholesale RWD 4 and the city of
Emporia. The city of Emporia was
named the award winner! Again,
great tasting, quality water rises to
the top.

Individual Awards – 
Best of Category

The apprehension that emcee
McCool initiated early on was
really building now that the
individual awards were ready to
begin. As Pat’s reading of the
winner’s bios progressed, only one
person in the audience could
slowly realize why co-workers or
a KRWA staffer had stopped by to
take a picture – it was now on the
screen! And so it went. Through
the bios of each category – friends
and winners were cheered
deservingly by the crowd. And
these winners are:

• Rural water manager, Nyle 
Larson, Riley County RWD 1

• Municipal water and 
wastewater superintendent, 
Ed Foster, City of Stockton

• Municipal business 
manager, Cheryl Beatty, City
of Kingman

• Municipal wastewater 
operator, Lee Wymer,      
City of Morrill

• Rural water operator, Allen 
Markley, Douglas RWD 2

• Rural water business  
manager, Donna Wools, 
Shawnee Consolidated RWD 3

• City clerk of the year, 
Melody Bowen, City of 
Burden

•Most improved water 
system, Mitchell County 
RWD 2

• Silver Faucet Award, USDA
Rural Development, Trego 
County RWD 2

• Special Recognition Award, 
Rex Gandy, City of Galena

• Friend of Rural Water,     
Gary Smith, USDA Rural 
Development, Topeka

The Association is proud to
put a spotlight on the hard work
and dedication of these special
members and the customers they
serve. More reporting on these
deserving award winners may be
read later in the article, “Award
winners 2005: closeup on quality.” 

Finding the “Lost Highway”

The exhilaration of the awards
banquet smoothly transitioned into
pure entertainment as the lights in
the Century II Little Theater
dimmed for the start of the
Cabaret OldTown production of
Hank Williams: Lost Highway.
Cabaret owner Christine Tasheff’s
masterful casting of Van Zeiler,
national and internationally known
performer, to headline her superb
local supporting cast made for a
memorable evening. Lost Highway
depicted a portrayal of Hank’s
sometimes gritty life balanced
with tight, practiced instrumental
and vocal performances of Hank
William’s country music with Van
Zeiler singing in Hank’s
distinctive vocal style. Some of
the songs performed included:

Most Improved Water SystemMost Improved Water System

The 2005 KRWA Most Improved Water System Award
winner is a Rural Water District that completed original
construction of water distribution system and treatment
plant in 1975. Today the system provides service to 427
users, including another rural water district and three
cities, along 405 miles of pipeline. The district recently
completed construction of a new plant to increase
capacity to 1050 GPM.  

Rural Water District No. 2
Mitchell County, Kansas



81July 2005 T H E  K A N S A S  L I F E L I N E   

“Hey Good Looking,” “Long
Gone Lonesome Blues,” “I’m So
Lonesome I Could Cry,”
“Jambalaya,” “Your Cheatin’
Heart,” “Move It On Over,” “Lost
Highway,” and “I Saw the Light.” 

An intermission between acts
allowed the performers a breather

and costume changes but also for
Christine Tasheff to give the
audience some verbal notes on her
production company and the
special efforts made for the
evening’s performance. She gave a
heartfelt thank you to this and past
KRWA audiences for appreciating

her and her performers’ works at
the Annual Conference. 

The Little Theater crowd
erupted into applause at Lost
Highway’s finish as they gave
multiple ovations to Christine and
her performers. 

Above: “Lost Highway” opened with Van Zeiler
playing Hank looking back at his life. ‘Lost
Highway’ chronicles musically and personally the
ups and downs of Hank’s short life.
Below: The crowd in the Century II Little Theater
sits down to relax, and await the performance to
start. The crowd nearly filled the theater. 

Above: Cabaret
OldTown cast members
from the left, John
Probst, Rob Loren and
Ron Smith accompany
Van Zeiler on one of the
many Hank musical
standards during the
show. Left: On the road
Hank sings as Mama
Lilly, played by Mary Lou
Phipps-Winfrey, drives
from one gig to another. 

Right: Brad Purkey, left
plays Fred, Hank’s

manager, with Probst on
bass and Cary Hesse, as

Hank’s wife Audrey at
odds with her husband, in

a Grand Old Opry scene
with Van Zeiler playing

the antagonized husband. 



ith individual awards
now hanging on the

wall for our 2004
winners, the spotlight

needs to shine on them one
more time to give full credit

for achievements in their chosen
professions. The following were
chosen individual Award Winners
of the Year for very good reason.  

In keeping with the
Association’s award criteria of
sustaining the community, Nyle
Larson has achieved this goal on
several levels. He has been diligent
and dedicated in taking care of the
day-to-day business of Riley
County RWD No. 1 with no less
concern than for his own business.
Whether securing easements for a
new customer or negotiating water
rates with cities that supply the
RWD with water, Nyle has put in
the extra hours. “I’ve been
manager of this RWD since its
inception and it has been changing
ever since,” noted Nyle. “In order
to ensure a continued supply of
good water for Riley RWD 1
customers, we have recently
contracted to purchase water from

the city of Manhattan. They will
start supplying our water in the near
future.” Although Nyle and his
wife have recently retired from
Larson Construction, their son-in-
law, Bob Rogers and daughter
Tammi now manage the company.
Along with his rural water district
duties, Nyle still handles many
rural water projects for Larson
Construction. KRWA honors Nyle
Larson, a veteran water
professional, as the 2004 Rural
Water Manager of the Year. 

Ed Foster began his near 30-
year career with the city of Stockton’s
utilities in August of 1975. During
that time many career opportunities
for Foster turned into benefits for the
city. He relates saying, “Education
was a benefit that included learning
the technical aspects of water
utilities, learning how to work with
people and learning to do the hands
on work needed to keep our systems
running well.” 

Foster routinely completed
treatment of water wells himself,
saving the city thousands of dollars.
He managed the extension work for

a new water main to the city
industrial park and helped develop a
wellhead protection project. He has
helped many new area water system
operators to learn the ropes. Besides
doing extensive work with the city’s
new water treatment plant, Foster
made recommendations and helped
implement major updates and
improvements to the city’s
wastewater system.

Ed Foster retired from the city
on April 1 of this year. “It’s no April
fool’s day joke, I’m really not going
back,” he laughed. His retirement
will be full of hunting, fishing,
working on cars and his part time
job as barber – where he can catch
up on the local news.

Cheryl Beatty has been
instrumental in the planning and
oversight of recent major building
and maintenance projects for the city
of Kingman including: the municipal
airport’s complete reconstruction;
construction of an award winning
wastewater treatment plant with
comprehensive wastewater system
renovations; a water system
maintenance program achieving a
reduction in water loss from 32% to
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Award winners 2004: 
closeup on quality

W

Nyle Larson

Ed Foster

RRuurraall  WWaatteerr  MMaannaaggeerr

RRuurraall  WWaatteerr  &&  WWaasstteewwaatteerr
SSuuppeerriinntteennddeenntt

MMuunniicciippaall  BBuussiinneessss  MMaannaaggeerr

Cheryl Beatty
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15%, with a goal of  keeping it
under 15% for the future; and a
CDBG Neighborhood Development
and Housing Rehabilitation project
involving 20 homes and 19 blocks
of street repaving in the target area.  

“These projects have helped
prepare Kingman for the future,”
said Beatty. “With continued
leadership and support, the current
Kingman Downtown Renovation
and state-of-the-art, 21-mile,
Kingman Electric Utility
transmission line projects will
further enhance Kingman and
address the quality of life issues so
important to our community’s
families.”

Cheryl  holds leadership
positions in numerous civic and
professional organizations both
locally and statewide. 

Since starting work for the
city of Morrill in June of 2000, a
normal workday for Lee Wymer
entails wearing any of a number
of city hats for duties that include:
essential water and wastewater
operations, management of the
city electric grid, performing a
portion of the city’s street repairs
and is occasionally called to round
up that pesky stray dog. When
there’s a fire in the community he
dons his volunteer fire helmet.
Wymer is also a Kansas Army
National Guard member recently

returned from a year of wearing a
combat helmet in Iraq.
Community members and co-
workers are very happy to have
him again wearing their hats and
taking care of the city of Morrill.  

Lee Wymer’s community
volunteer involvement goes beyond
the fire station with his volunteer
work on the KAN STEP
Community Center and Fire Barn
building project now under way.
“It’s been great to see the new
facility taking shape,” said Wymer.
“Morrill residents will use this
community center every day!”

Allen Markley has been
diligent and dedicated in taking care
of the day-to-day operation and
some administrative duties for
Douglas County RWD 2 since
becoming a certified system
operator in 1994. He started work
with the District two years earlier.
Allen along with his wife, Donna,
system bookkeeper, manage the
433-customer RWD from their
home office three miles from the
district storage tank and facility.
Markley’s position is part-time.
Future planning for the district will
locate the office in a new building
adjacent to the storage tank and
storage building. 

Besides testing for chlorine
residuals, checking valves and
fixing leaks, Markley takes calls
from customers. “Not a lot of calls

are compliments,” he notes. “When
everything is working right, the
phone doesn’t ring, but when it does
– we get busy and get things fixed.”

The Markleys have three
children, a daughter and son-in-law
with two children living in Ohio,
and two sons still at home near
Pleasant Grove. Allen Markley fills
the rest of his day with customer
projects for his ditching company.

Starting her position with the
water district in September of 1981,
Donna Wools has ties that go back
much further. Her father was one of
the founders of the RWD in 1962.
Today she manages the district’s
new office and shop facility
adjacent to Jay Shideler Elementary
School on SW Wanamaker Road.
She still drives a school bus for
Auburn-Washburn USD 437, a
position she has relished for the
past 31 years. She also has driven
the Washburn Rural High School
boy’s basketball team bus to all
away games for the past 15 years. 

“The biggest challenge in
recent years for RWD 3 was the
consolidation with neighboring
District No. 7,” notes Wools. “If I
had it to do all over again, I’d do it
over in a minute; consolidation has
made our district much stronger!”
She has been an advocate of future
planning saying, “When installing
water mains in an area that has

Allen Markley

RRuurraall  WWaatteerr  OOppeerraattoorr

Donna Wools

RRuurraall  WWaatteerr  BBuussiinneessss
MMaannaaggeerr

Lee Wymer

MMuunniicciippaall  WWaasstteewwaatteerr
OOppeerraattoorr
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potential for growth, put in the
larger line – most of the cost is
labor, not materials.”

“To keep a smaller community
running you have to wear more than
one hat,” notes Melody Bowen. She
received her Class I Wastewater
Operator Certificate in August of
2001, her Class I Water Operator
Certificate in April of 2002 and
most recently her Certified
Municipal Clerk Certificate in
November of 2004. 

Besides working in the Burden
city offices, she helps with both of
the city water functions when
needed. Her dedication to the
community in obtaining both water
and wastewater operator licenses
has helped the community remain in
compliance while training and
certifying a full-time water and
wastewater employee. Along with
the other certified city employee,
Melodi Bowen helps the city
provide essential services that
ensure public health, welfare and
safety.

She is also a graduate of the
Municipal Clerk Certification
Institute at Wichita State University,
and has held the Burden city clerk
position for the last five years.
Bowen produces the city’s annual
newsletter and serves on the Burden
Cemetery Board as Secretary. 

Melodi Bowen’s community
involvement extends to the Burden

Chamber of Commerce where she
is secretary. She is also a member of
the area Head Start Policy Council.
Bowen is a certified lifeguard and
teaches water aerobics at the city
pool during the summer. 

The KRWA Special
Recognition Award winner, Rex
Gandy, has held a Class III water
operator license since 1977. Rex is
considered to be the local water
consultant by the city manager and
council on many system issues. His
years of experience and expertise
would exceed many a city’s criteria
for this position. His opinions and
input are well respected and his
advice has been very valuable to
the city over the years. He has been
involved with all of Galena’s recent
water and wastewater improvement
projects. Rex began work for the
city in May of 1957 and has
worked for the city of Galena for a
total of 48 years. 

The administration and board
of directors of the Kansas Rural
Water Association recognize that it
takes people like Rex Gandy, who
are willing to work with people and
provide the leadership acquire the
skills needed to capitalize on
opportunities for growth that will
sustain our rural Kansas
communities.

KRWA was proud to present the
2004 Special Recognition Award to
Rex Gandy, city of Galena.

Gary Smith, Chief of
Community and Business Programs
at USDA Rural Development, has
provided the leadership, guidance
and support for Kansas RWDs and
communities in the provision of
hundreds of millions of dollars to
enable them to sustain a quality of
life for their residents. 

Gary is a native of Kansas,
raised on a farm in Washington
County near the small town of
Mahaska. He has a degree in
Agriculture Economics from
Kansas State University and a
Masters Degree in Public Finance
Management from American
University in Washington, D.C.
He began his career with FmHA/
Rural Development at El Dorado
and has worked in Rural
Development Offices in Kansas,
Colorado and for several years in
the National USDA Office in
Washington, D.C.

There is no question that
without the FmHA/USDA Rural
Development program, few rural
water districts would have ever
been constructed. KRWA
appreciates the opportunity to work
in concert with many agencies and
organizations to help provide
services to members. Communities
and RWDs across Kansas join in
congratulating Gary Smith for his
leadership in the long tradition of
USDA Rural Development. 

Melodi Bowen

CCiittyy  CClleerrkk  AAwwaarrdd

Rex Gandy

SSppeecciiaall  RReeccooggnniittiioonn  AAwwaarrdd

Gary Smith

FFrriieenndd  ooff  RRuurraall  WWaatteerr



The 2005 WaterPac Raffle
raised $3001. WaterPac donations
go to the benefit of the National
Rural Water “WaterPac”.
Appreciation goes to Hilti
Corporation for their donation of
the reciprocating saw and hammer
drill. Other prizes were provided
courtesy of KRWA. Winners of
raffle tickets at the 2005
conference were as follows:

• Craftsman Tool Chest – 
Richard Tatum, Cowley 
RWD 5

• Hilti Reciprocating Saw – 
Pete Koenig, Kansas Rural 
Water Association

• Cuisinart Coffee Maker – 
Randy Moore, Utility 
Service Co.

• Craftsman Cordless Combo 
Set – Kelly Freed, Kansas 
Water Office

• Craftsman Power 
Washer/Buffer – Ryan 
Schmidt, Haysville, Kan.

• KitchenAid Blender – 
Dave Ratzlaff, Plains, Kan.

• Hilti Hammer Drill – Mike 
McClain, Miami RWD 1

• 12-Inch Mitre Compound 
Saw – Kurt Ziegler, 

Girard, Kan. 

• Craftsman 16 Gallon 
Wet/Dry Vac – 

Charles Nussbaum

• Grill – Allen Markley, 
Douglas RWD 2
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WaKeeney

Ellis

Hays

Ellis County

USDA Rural Development presents 
2005 Silver Faucet Award to 
Trego County RWD 2

Gary Luea, Operator
at Trego RWD 2,
accepts the Silver
Faucet Award plaque
from USDA State
Director Chuck Banks
at the KRWA Annual
Conference evening
awards ceremony. 

The 2005 WaterPac
Raffle a big success

KRWA board members furiously take
donations for Water Pac raffle tickets before
the Expo floor closed the afternoon before
the banquet. In the late 1980s a group of farmers and ranchers in northwest

Kansas began to look for solutions to address the problems of an
inadequate water supply in their area. Trego County Rural Water District
No. 2 was organized to provide domestic and stock water south of
Cedar Bluff Reservoir and north of I-70. Since 1993, USDA Rural
Development loan and grant funding provided to the District has totaled
$9.8 million to finance critically needed water service for the rural
residents in the area.  

Each year USDA Rural Development presents the Silver Faucet
Award to a water supply system in Kansas that exemplifies the qualities
of cooperation, dedication and leadership in providing both high quality
and quantity water service to rural water users.

“Trego County Rural Water District No. 2 is very deserving of the
Agency’s Silver Faucet Award. The District’s perseverance and
dedication in overcoming many challenges to meet their goal of
providing a reliable source of quality water for rural residents of Ellis,
Ness and Trego counties is to be commended. I congratulate the
District on an outstanding job,” remarked State Director Banks. 

Trego County
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he 38th annual
meeting of

membership was held
Thursday morning, March
30. A total of 143 delegates
were present; 31 delegates
registered from cities and 3

rural water districts were not in
attendance. 

Business included:

Art White of Arthur White &
Associates, the Association’s
auditing firm, reviewed the 2004
audit report. A copy was offered
to each person attending. KRWA
again received an “unqualified”
opinion on the financial
statements with no reportable
conditions on matters of internal
control and no instance of non-
compliance with federal award
programs. Mr. White reported on
the financial position of KRWA as
of 12/31/04:

• CurrentAssets: $2,597,582

• Net Property:          534,676

• Total Assets:     3,132,258

• Current Liabilities: 431,670

• Net Assets:      $ 2,700,588

In 2004, KRWA had total
revenue of $2,179,388 and
expenses of $1,904,553 with an
increase of $274,835 in net assets.

KRWA legislative chair Dennis
Schwartz provided an update on
legislation of interest to KRWA.
This included House Bills 2017,
2018, 2321, 2470, 2229, 2230 and
Senate Bill 24. At the federal level
KRWA and other affiliates of the
National Rural Water Association
(NRWA) have requested
legislative support for funding of
USDA Rural Development loan
and grant programs for water and

wastewater utilities and also for
training and technical assistance
programs operated by the NRWA.

General Counsel Gary Hanson
chaired the election of directors.

Patricia
Schlesener,
Chairperson of
the Nominating
Committee,
provided the
report, placing the
names of Dennis
Schwartz, Mike
Mayberry and
Larry Remmenga
in nomination for
a 3-year term for
positions 1, 2 and
3. Additional
nominations from the floor were
for Arthur Godfrey for position 1,
Bill Gray for Position 2 and Rex
Muchow for Position 3.
Candidates were offered several
minutes to comment regarding
their interest in being a director of
the Association. The results of the
election were as follows: Position

1: Dennis Schwartz 110; Arthur
Godfrey 33. For Position 2: Mike
Mayberry 99; Bill Gay 44. For
Position 3: Larry Remmenga 100;
Rex Muchow 43. 

General Manager Elmer
Ronnebaum commented on the
conference and emphasized the
ongoing work for members and
non-members by KRWA staff.  It
was noted the KRWA operates 13
individual programs. It was noted
that total membership dues
comprise less than 9% of the total
KRWA budget and that there has
been no increase in dues since
1989. KRWA’s reliance on both

state and federal funding to
provide services was explained. A
request was also made for anyone
who has any question regarding
any Association program or issue
to convey that to the Association
board or staff. The question was
asked if anyone had a comment or
question. There were none. 

Membership meets

T
Left: KRWA Board President Pat Shaffer
opens the 38th annual meeting of KRWA
membership, March 30, 2005.  Below:
Delegates vote on one of the issues presented
with an obvious positive show of hands. 
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President Shaffer formally
opened the floor for comments.

Allan Soetaert, Johnson RWD
7 suggested that systems support
KRWA but that a committee be
established to review concerns
regarding any KRWA programs
and policies.

J. L. Clelland, Jackson RWD 1,
suggested that a summary of
minutes be available for anyone
interested to read. It was agreed
that KRWA would provide
minutes through its Web site at
www.krwa.net. Clelland also
commented that any concern or
suggestions to KRWA should be
presented in a responsible manner
to the Association and not be
made at the meeting of
membership where no response
could be provided. 

Mike Schultz, city of Brewster,
commented that nominating
committee members might want to
consider more than one nominee
for a position; also he suggested
consideration be given to term
limits for board members. In
response to the question, counsel
Gary Hanson stated that no
KRWA director has ever received
compensation other than travel
expense reimbursement. 

Mark Crumbaker, Johnson
Cons. RWD 6, asked about
procedures to amend the
Association’s bylaws. Counsel
Gary Hanson responded by
reading the pertinent section of the
bylaws. Copies of the bylaws were
distributed to everyone present. 

Board reorganizes

In a meeting of the board of
directors immediately following
the membership meeting, directors
elected these offices for 2005:

Dennis Schwartz, President

Patricia Shaffer, Vice-
President

Mike Mayberry, Secretary

Sharon Dwyer, Treasurer.

Full field tournament 
included 72 golfers

The 29th of March dawned cool and clear, a real blessing for a
bunch of duffers waiting for the coffee to perk and the caddies to
load bags on the assigned carts. Seventy-two golfers arrived and
were assigned to foursomes for a shotgun start and 8:30 a.m. for
the 13th Annual KRWA Spring Golf Tournament. This was the fourth
year for the Rolling Hills Golf Club to host the Tournament. It gets
better each and every year. 

Because of the great turnout and a full-course, we were able to
flight three flights of golfers and award first and second prizes in
each flight. Prizes consisted of gift certificates to the Rolling Hills
Golf Club Pro Shop. Most were redeemed after the awards
ceremony. The following is a listing of winners and second place
finishers in each of the three flights:

Flight One:
1 – Travis Powell, Corey Powell, Duane Briggs and Ken Fry
2 – Greg Nichols, John Dougherty, Wade Pascall and 

Todd Miller

Flight Two:
1 – Dale Johnson, Craig Johnson, James Brookshire and 

Don Boone
2 – Wayne Titus, Jerry Pope, David Warren and Rob Younkin

Flight Three:
1 – Carl Towne, Larry Combs, Bob Shankel and Mark Baum
2 – Mike Wendt, Michael Morgan, David Viox and Kevin King

Good-natured ribbing, fun and fellowship were the order of the
day; a good time was had by all. Thanks to all who support this fun
activity and to the busy people who make it happen, including Rod
Young of Professional Engineering Consultants, our local host and
co-organizer, Don Farquar, the Head Pro for the Rolling Hills Golf
Club and his wonderful staff of caddies, assistant pro, and food
service personnel who prepared the sack lunches for all of us.

It’s been my pleasure to serve as co-organizer with Rod Young. 
Thanks again.

- John Tillman
Ray Lindsey Company

Report from the golf
course: KRWA 2005 golf
tournament a success

Report from the golf
course: KRWA 2005 golf
tournament a success


