Letters

T

his letter is to thank KRWA
for all of its help in doing the
GPS mapping for RWD #1,
Morris County.
In 2005 at the KRWA convention in
Wichita, I went to a presentation about
GPS mapping. Our maps at the time
were paper as-built maps from original
construction back in 1994. We were in
the middle of an expansion project and
it seemed like GPS mapping would be
a better way to record the information
than paper as-builts which are hard to
add to and make corrections.
I presented it to the board and after
much discussion, it was decided to go
ahead and proceed with doing GPS on
the new construction project. After
seeing how it worked and the data that
we had access to, the board decided to
go ahead and do the whole system.
KRWA sent mapping techs down and
we took two 4-wheelers and mapped all
of the approximately 350 miles of line,
both the old line and the line of the
2005 project. The new line was easy
while the trenches were visible; the
1994 line was mapped to the best of our
ability by using fence markers, existing

valves, meters, etc. It helped that I had
been involved in the original
construction so was aware of where
most of the lines etc. were.
KRWA processed all of the points
collected and put them together for the
computer, a paper map book, and a wall
map. To be honest, we do not use the
paper map book at all and the wall map
is on one whole wall of the office; it is a
wonderful visual aid for customers who
come into the office and also for board
meetings for new meter locations.
Since the original mapping process,
we have had KRWA staff come down
and collect points for the next line
extension project in 2008 and had the
computer maps updated to reflect these
changes as well. I kept track of new
meters installed and any small line
extensions and had KRWA come down
a couple of times a year to collect
points on these additions.
Several years ago, I convinced our
board to purchase our own GPS unit.
This has been very helpful because we
can collect points after water leaks, new
meter installs road crossings, etc. GPS
mapping is not a one-and-done for us,

we are always collecting points as we
can to make our maps more accurate
over time. We recently have moved
several miles of water line for a
highway project and are able to collect
the points and send them to KRWA for
processing.
The GPS is something that we use
every day. We have it on our phones so
we can reference and measure off the
maps in the field for locates and new
customer extensions etc. It has been
great for new employees in that the
valves, meters, and lines can be looked
up on the phone as needed. As spread
out as we are it is great to be able to
find locations on the phone to do
service calls, etc.
KRWA has been extremely helpful in
getting the original maps all done and
adding to them as information is
collected. It has been some of the most
well-spent money that RWD #1 Morris
County has ever spent.
Steve Euler, Manager
RWD No. 1, Morris County

Thanks to all involved for
presenting the online webinars. The
online classes make it affordable for
the those living in rural areas to
participate and keep their certification.
With the cost of fuel and lodging,
traveling isn't an option anymore. Keep
up the good work!
Wes King, Operator
City of Hardtner

I did not know whom to send this
email to, so I am sending it this way. I
would like to show our appreciation to
(KRWA Techs) Tony Kimmi and
Lonnie Boller for coming to Lake
Wabaunsee and using their subsurface
leak detectors to find a water leak that
we have been trying to find for six
months now. They were able to
pinpoint the leak under a homeowner's
concrete driveway. They were able to
zero in close enough that we had very
little concrete to cut out.
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We would never have been able to
find this leak without their help since no
water ever came to the surface. Thanks
again.
David Niedfeldt, Superintendent
Lake Wabaunsee Improvement District

Cartoon by Linda Windler.

The city of Onaga and its
employees thank KRWA staff members
Greg Metz and Doug Helmke for their
visits and assistance with the meter
testing and water rights compliance
work that was done for our golf course
recently. Additionally, Greg and Doug
have greatly assisted us with our efforts
to secure funding to replace a water well
on the public water system. Their
guidance has saved us much time, effort
and money.
Thanks for this and all the past
assistance provided,
Sarah McKinsey, City Clerk
City of Onaga

The city of Inman is thankful for
KRWA and Staff Member Jon Steele.
We really appreciate KRWA's excellent
assistance and thorough information,
certainly, KRWA is an operator's friend.
Jon Steele is in our area and he has
been a tremendous help to us. Because
Jon has so many years of experience he
is always able to help us and make sure
that we do things the right way. I have
yet to meet anyone that is as passionate
about water as he is and that is the kind
of experience that you want to have
around.
THANKS KRWA!
Rod Boerger
Maintenance Supervisor
City of Inman

The city of Rolla extends gratitude
to Jon Steele, KRWA in his assistance
during the updating of our Water
Conservation Plan. Jon made himself
available immediately and shared
knowledge in other areas that was very
beneficial.
Thanks again Jon for all your help.
Troy Cooper, Superintendent
City of Rolla

Continued on page 6
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Paul Froelich, President, City of Enterprise
Mike Fulkerson, Vice-President, Leavenworth Cons. RWD 1, Basehor
Scott Robertson, Secretary, City of Hesston
Carl Chalfant, Treasurer, City of Washington
Patricia Shaffer, Director, Butler Co. RWD 5, Benton
Bill Shroyer, Director, City of Sabetha
Allan Soetaert, Director, Johnson Co. RWD 7, Gardner
Bill Shroyer, Director, National Rural Water Association
Mays & Associates, LLC, Legislative Liaison
Elmer Ronnebaum, General Manager
Ken Kopp, Assistant General Manager; Water Rights/Source Water Specialist
Laurie Strathman, Administrative Assistant
Javon Baker, Technical Assistant
Bret Beye, Technical Assistant
Lonnie Boller, Technical Assistant
Brian Bowles, Technical Assistant
Doug Guenther, Technical Assistant
Doug Helmke, Water Rights/Source Water Specialist
Stewart Kasper, Technical Assistant / Trainer
Tony Kimmi, Technical Assistant
Kris Kline, Technical Assistant
Jeff Lamfers, Consultant
Daryn Martin, Technical Assistant
Pat McCool, Consultant
Greg Metz, Technical Assistant
Linda Osterhaus, Office Assistant
Charlie Schwindamann, Wastewater Tech
Jason Soloman, Wastewater Tech
Jon Steele, Technical Assistant
Mark Thomas, GPS/GIS Mapping Coordinator
Monica Wurtz, Technical Assistant
Delbert “Bert” Zerr, Consultant

THE KANSAS LIFELINE

November 2022

3

KRWA Attends WaterPro Conference

T

he National Rural Water Association (NRWA) held its
Oﬃce of Wastewater Management, U.S. EPA; and,
annual WaterPro Conference September 27  29,
Jennifer McLain Ph.D., Director Oﬃce of Ground Water
2022 in National Harbor, Maryland.
and Drinking Water, U.S. EPA.
WaterPro is the annual conference of the
NRWA and is designed to bring together water
and wastewater utility systems – large and
small, municipal, and rural. These industry
professionals are part of the decisionmakers
who are responsible for 90 percent of the
nation’s community water supply. USDA Under
Secretary for Rural Development, Xochitl Torres
Small, was the keynote speaker. The conference
included concurrent sessions on Workforce
Development, Board Management and
Leadership, Technological Innovations,
Response and Recovery, and Sustainability and
KRWA directors and staﬀ who attended are in the photo are (left to
Partnerships. Other agency speakers included
right),
KRWA Director Allan Soetaert, Ken Kopp, Stewart Kasper, Charlie
Charles Stephens, Assistant Administrator,
Schwindamann, Kris Kline, KRWA Director and NRWA Director Bill
Water and Environmental Programs, USDA Rural
Shroyer, Greg Metz, Javon Baker, Brian Bowles, Doug Helmke, Monica
Development; Manny Lamarre, Senior Advisor
Wurtz, Jason Solomon, and Elmer Ronnebaum. KRWA Director Scott
U.S. DOL, Employment and Training
Robertson had to depart the conference a day earlier due to work back
Administration (ETA); Andrew Sawyers, Director in his hometown, Hesston, Kan.
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Thanks to KRWA for the support
we continue to receive. We are most
grateful to our Circuit Rider Jon Steele
for his ongoing knowledge and
assistance in everyday matters as well
as for delving deeper into planning and
maintenance issues for our system. His
expertise and advice are always
beneficial and appreciated.

Looking forward to more training in
the weeks to come. KRWA is the best
for getting our operators trained and
working; Daryn has been a blessing.
With all the regulatory things getting
tougher and tougher, it’s nice to have
knowledgeable professionals helping
the little guy.
Raye Vaught, City Clerk
City of Cassoday

Earl Crosswhite. Superintendent
Wanda Gabel, City Clerk
City of Ness City

I would like to thank KRWA and
specifically KRWA staff member
Daryn Martin. The city of Cassoday
had a new maintenance man start on
October 3. Daryn was there to get him
started on water/wastewater training.
Surprise! We had a call to have
maintenance done on the water tower,
also on October 3. What a perfect
opportunity for in-depth training!
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I just want to share how much
Brian Bowles was a help to us at the
city of Rexford. He was very helpful in
checking what we were doing and
helping us with some great information
to help us do things better. He has also
been great when I have called him to
help answer some questions that I have
had. Thank you!
Dwight Williams, Mayor
City of Rexford

November 2022

Thank you for conducting the
sludge profile of Luray’s wastewater
stabilization pons on August 11, 2022.
We appreciate (KRWA Wastewater
Tech) Charlie Schwindamann for
taking the time to come out and take
measurements and provide feedback
and estimates.
The city of Luray is thankful for all
that Kansas Rural Water Association
does!
Kevin Palmer, Superintendent
Krysta Cash, City Clerk
Bob Rose, Operator
City of Luray

The city of Carbondale water
plant was having issues with the master
meter for the RWD No. 5 wholesale
line. The city has been experiencing
water loss in the 20 to 30 percent range
for some time.

With the help of Kris Kline from
KRWA the city is hopeful that the water
loss will decrease a fair amount. Kris
tested the meter for the city and found it
to be within range on the upper end but
out of range on the lower end. The
meter would also zero out if the flow
was 20 gpm or less, causing periods of
unmetered water to leave the plant. He
researched the specs on the meter and
found the default setting on the fs/1
parameter to be 1,000. By changing that
number to 200, the meter no longer
zeros out at 20 gpm. Kris tested the
meter again after the change was made
and it was now reading accurately
across the board.
Thanks to the assistance from
KRWA, the city is going to save money
on the water loss along with the money
saved by not needing to replace the
meter. Thanks for all you do for our
industry,
Dustin Bretsynder
Public Works Supervisor
City of Carbondale

The city of Whitewater would like
to thank KRWA staff Brian Bowles,
Jason Solomon and Daryn Martin for
coming to town on September 15 and
performing a smoke test on a portion of
our collection system. I enjoyed
working with these gentlemen and their
knowledge and compassion to help
resolve our issues are greatly
appreciated. Thank you, Brian, Jason &
Daryn.

options as a city. He offered great
advice on resolving the problem.
We appreciate the dedication and
advice he has given to us, and we look
forward to working with Mr. Lamfers in
the future.
Michael Stodgell, Superintendent
City of Moran

The city of Goff would like to
thank Charlie Schwindamann for
helping us with our wastewater
problems. We are praying that a new
pump that has been ordered and should
arrive by fall will ease our problems.
Charlie is such a good soul to be there
when needed. Thanks so much.
Patti Dean, Mayor
City of Goff

We here at the Public Works Dept.
of Arma, Kan., want to sincerely thank
you for having KRWA Tech Kris Kline
come out to help us locate and
troubleshoot a water leak that we have
had for some time now. After helping
us narrow down where the leak is
located, Kris came back with the
vac/valve exerciser to help us work on
some old valves that we will need to
close in order to fix that leak.

We just wanted to commend Kris for
his great help, knowledge and
professionalism. We also want to thank
KRWA for allowing one of your guys to
travel here and help out our small
community! Thank you all very much,
and please keep up the good work!
Tom Gorman
Director of Public Works
City of Arma

Thank you for having Brian
Bowles come out and look over our
system. His technical knowledge is
extremely helpful. He also made it easy
for me to understand what we are trying
to do with the lagoon system. We have
started making changes to our operation
of the lagoons based on his ideas. This
will allow us to operate it at peak
efficiency and well within KDHE
guidelines.
We are enthusiastic about the future
of what we can do with his guidance.
As an OIT I am learning everything I
can and having someone with his
experience that can make it relate to
my thinking is invaluable.
Thanks again for the help
David Lockhart, Operator
City of Sterling

Don Berg
City Superintendent
City of Whitewater

The city of Moran would like to
extend our appreciation to Mr. Jeff
Lamfers with KRWA for his assistance.
Together we have found a great solution
to the issues we’ve been facing with
discharge in our lagoons. Jeff came and
visited with our city crew and offered
up a few different ways we could
rectify our potential hazards. We
appreciate Mr. Lamfers drafting a letter
with his concerns as well as taking the
time to come to multiple Council
meetings to discuss the issue and our
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