2016 Award Winners
Gary Hanson, Stumbo Hanson LLP
Conger Award

Gary Hanson, JD, partner in the Topeka law firm, Stumbo Hanson, LLP, was
recognized by the Kansas Rural Water Association at the 2016 Conference.
Hanson was named recipient of the Conger Award which is the Association’s
highest honor.
Gary has served as general counsel for the Kansas Rural Water Association
for nearly three decades. His practice includes an emphasis on municipal law,
serving as city attorney for several cities as well as counsel to more than three
dozen rural water districts. In addition to authoring articles for national and
state publications, he has also organized and served as moderator for the
water utility Attorneys’ Forum held in conjunction with the Association’s
Annual Conference for 16 years. Readers of the Association’s magazine, The
Kansas Lifeline are familiar with the column, “Legally Relevant” which he
authors.
Gary is a graduate of Eastern New Mexico University and the University
of Kansas School of Law. He is a member of the Topeka and Kansas Bar
Associations.

Mike Hutto, City of Eudora
Public Works Director of the Year

Mike Hutto, Public Works Director at Eudora, received the award for Public
Works Director of the Year.
Mike supervises staff working for the water and wastewater systems,
building, planning and zoning, parks and recreation facilities, streets,
stormwater, electricity, and cemetery. When starting in the position, his first
major goal to accomplish involved the water treatment plant.
Eudora’s plant was using a large amount of water treatment chemicals with
average-at-best water quality for the results. No testing was being done to
measure the raw water hardness which was variable from well to well,
season to season, and year to year. The operation was changed to test the
incoming raw water regularly during treatment, to only operate the plant
when a water plant operator was present, and to use a sequestering agent in
the finished water. The successful result is better water with lower costs.
Mike has also been instrumental in protecting the city’s wellfield from
encroachment by sand and gravel pits. Two sand pits have been proposed;
only one has been allowed after reducing the size of the pit and moving the
location farther from the wells. He has also been managing the gift of an
irrigation water right, initially working on the regulatory hurdles to
change it from irrigation to municipal use, to now working on power,
pipeline, wellsite and road access easements.
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Tim Halfhide, City of Concordia
Wastewater Operator of the Year

Tim Halfhide, Wastewater Plant Operator at the city of Concordia, received
the award, Wastewater Operator of the Year.
Tim is a native Kansan who spent his early years in manufacturing but when
given the opportunity, decided to make a change and hired on as an operator at
the city’s wastewater treatment plant. Five years later he became plant
manager. As with many cities, nutrient removal has been a major concern at the
Concordia plant. Tim says that the city was preparing to move forward with a
$7 million dollar project to address the issue. However, Tim changed the plant
process controls based on oxygen reduction potential and the results have
been very positive. Even though some improvements will still be needed at
the plant, if these results continue, the city will save a great deal of money.
Tim holds a Class IV wastewater operator’s certification issued by the
Kansas Department of Health and Environment. Tim gives credit to plant
staff as being a very dedicated crew who take pride in their work and to city
management who have and continue to be very supportive.

Jay Leusman, City of Abilene
Municipal Water Plant Operator of the Year

Jay Leusman, Water Plant Operator at the city of Abilene, was named
Municipal Water Plant Operator of the Year.
Jay is a transplant to the state of Kansas by way of the military. He is a
veteran of Desert Storm where he was responsible for providing safe
drinking water for US troops. This experience was very valuable after
leaving the military when he began employment with Abilene. At the time,
Abilene was installing a new reverse osmosis water treatment plant, the
very type of water purification treatment plant Leusman had operated in
the military. The RO plant has been in operation for 18 years now. By
providing routine maintenance and implementing improved membrane
cleaning procedures, the plant is currently operating on only the second
set of membranes, even though the original projected membrane life was
about seven years. Other accomplishments include reuse of reject water
by irrigation on city property and construction of a new well.
Construction of a new well in this very sensitive area was possible
primarily because Leusman was successful in negotiating with a
landowner and assisted with the transfer of water rights.
Jay holds a Class IV Water Operator’s Certification issued through the
Kansas Department of Health and Environment. The Abilene plant
produces an average of 450 million gallons per year.
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Denise Vogt, Butler RWD 3
Rural Water Office Manager of the Year

Denise Vogt, Office Manager at Rural Water District No. 3, Butler County,
was awarded Rural Water Office Manager of the Year.
After being employed with the district for only six years, Denise has
demonstrated proficiency with office management, records maintenance and
public relations. She has been instrumental in moving the District into the
digital age by computerizing records in the six years she has been with the water
district. Customers who were paying by check or cash can now pay bills by
credit card, debit card, or automated bank draft. Meters can be read more timely
now as well as in all weather conditions as an automated meter reading system
has been installed on the system. Also, the District is in the process of installing
meters on distribution system lines to allow sections to be isolated so that only
a minimum number of customers will be affected when a line is taken down
for repairs. A very nice set of digital maps has been prepared showing the 200
miles of pipeline and the 600 customers being served.
Butler RWD 3 serves rural residents northeast of El Dorado to Cassoday
and beyond and also east of El Dorado. The district’s office is located in
Rosalia. Denise says she loves her job. “Our customers are friendly; people
are very happy to have water,” she says.

John Rueger, Marshall RWD 3
Rural Water Manager of the Year

John Rueger, Manager at Rural Water District No. 3, Marshall County,
received the award, Rural Water Manager of the Year.
John began work with Marshall RWD 3 in 1988 after working on the family
farm and helping his father in the electrical business. As an electrician, he
often worked on the District’s electrical controls and finally, one day, a
representative from the District asked him if he would be interested in
working for the District. He accepted and for the last 28 years, he has been
the manager for the District. John holds a Class II certification. He has been
involved in a number of improvements including two new wells, a new
400,000 gallon elevated storage tank, new auto read meters, new digital
maps, and more. In late 2014 with the water district’s board of directors,
John spearheaded the construction of a new office and shop that was
completed in January 2015.
Marshall County RWD 3 serves 600 customers and the communities of
Beattie, Home City, Winifred and a partial supply to Axtell. The water
supply for the district is from three wells north of Frankfort and two wells
south of Home City. The system includes 350 miles of pipeline, four pumping
stations, two chlorination facilities, four water storage standpipes and one
elevated water storage tank.
In his spare time, John continues to help his son with farming at the family
farm located north of Beattie. He also coaches several sports within the
Marysville school system; he also serves as Chairman of the Beattie Fire
Department.
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Doris Fritz, City of Riley
City Clerk of the Year

Doris Fritz, City Clerk at Riley, was recognized by the Kansas Rural Water
Association as City Clerk of the Year
Doris has been City Clerk at Riley for ten years. Council members and other
coworkers describe her as a person being very adept with the city’s finances and as
noted by the city’s auditing firm, is one of the very best at handling financial
records. They note that Doris is always willing to go the extra mile to accomplish
what’s needed to help the city and its residents including responding to unusual
requests such as helping get their trash to the curb when they couldn’t because of
medical or other reasons.
Doris has overseen several bond projects over the past few years including
building a new sewer system and force main, replacement of water mains
including all new electronic read meters. She has been invaluable to the council
during the construction periods by keeping them informed as to the progress of
the project as well as where they were with the budget.
Another construction project that Fritz was involved with is the new Library
and Community Food Pantry. The project was constructed with donated labor;
the project was funded through the Kansas Department of Commerce’s KAN
STEP program. Outside of work Doris volunteers time to operate the Community Food
Pantry, keeping it organized and stocked, which requires going to the grocery store on her own time to
purchase large quantities of commodities to replenish stock. She is extremely proud of the response
from the community in keeping the Food Pantry going; that work and her other work represents a care
and concern that is much more than “just being a job”.

John Douglas, Trego RWD 2
Rural Water Operator of the Year

John Douglas, Operator at Rural Water District No. 2, Trego County, received the
award “Rural Water Operator of the Year”.
John is a lifelong Kansan who grew up in south-central Kansas and with the
exception of about three years in construction, has spent his entire career in the
water business. For the last nine years, he has worked for Rural Water District No.
2, Trego County. He holds a Class II Water Operator’s Certification issued by the
Kansas Department of Health and Environment.
Rural Water District No. 2, Trego County, serves residents in a part of the state
with either no available water or poor water quality. John oversees the daily
operations of the system which produces as much as 500,000 gallons per day for
about 1,000 customers and several wholesale customers. This district has about
1,000 miles of pipeline stretching into three counties.
John is currently overseeing a $1.5 million project that includes construction
of two new wells and new elevated storage. These improvements will allow the
district to serve more customers as the district has just recently started
approving of new services after a moratorium on the sale of meters over recent
years.
John says he enjoys hunting and fishing in his spare time but he also
participates in an interesting event known as Caber (log) tossing at Scottish
Highland Games. In his Scottish kilt, John will try-his-hand at this event at
several locations across the state.
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Robert Simmons, City of El Dorado
Special Recognition Award

Robert Simmons, Water Treatment Plant Supervisor at El Dorado, was
honored with a Special Recognition award for his 43 years of dedicated work to
provide quality drinking water.
Robert holds a Class IV Water Operator’s Certificate from the Kansas
Department of Health and Environment. He has taken numerous college classes
to enhance his general knowledge, to broaden water treatment knowledge, and
to earn a college degree. His dedication is also exemplified in that he has taken
vacation time to attend training to obtain additional skills for operating the city
of El Dorado’s treatment plant.
Robert has used his knowledge to improve operations of the plant. He has
helped to design a SCADA system, to install a better chlorination system to
meet disinfection byproducts requirements, and to eliminate taste and odor in
the water. These activities have saved the city considerable money by not
having to rely on outside consultants, needless to mention the building of a
great rapport with citizens.
Robert also participated in addressing zebra mussels, in upgrading filtering
capacity, and in implementing the city’s cross connection control program. He is
responsible for the day-to-day water quality monitoring and control of the treatment
plant processes. He aso collected and analyzed water samples for the city’s Wetland
Pilot project. His participation contributed to the city using a full-scale wetlands for
treatment and in the city downsizing its wastewater facility saving the city between
$3 and $4 million. The city won a National Environmental Project of the Year award
from the APWA, the American Public Works Association, for the project.
Robert is active in his church; he enjoys hiking, rock climbing, and devotes time to the
youth of his church by sponsoring a scouting group called the Royal Rangers.

Bill Maurer, City of Inman
Municipal Water Operator of the Year

Bill Maurer, Superintendent for the city of Inman, was recognized by the
Kansas Rural Water Association as the Municipal Water Operator of the Year.
Bill has worked for the city of Inman for nearly 30 years. Three years after
starting for the city as an assistant superintendent, he was promoted to
superintendent and has held that position since. Over the years he has been
instrumental in getting many improvements for the city including such major
facilities as a new elevated water storage tank, a new well in an area where
water rights are nearly impossible to obtain and implementing a sewer line
video inspection program. Utilizing his prior experience as a heavy equipment
operator, he constructed two new ponds in the city parks.
Customer service and maintenance of city equipment and infrastructure are
evident by the satisfaction of city residents and the neat appearance of the
city. He is described by co-workers as a “tireless and uncomplaining servant
for the residents of the city”. Visitors to the city often comment on the
cleanliness of the community and it is due in part to his care and leadership.
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Terry Randles, Randles Consulting
Special Recognition Award

The Kansas Rural Water Association recognized Terry Randles, owner of
Randles Consulting, with a Special Recognition Award. Terry has spent nearly
his entire working life in the water works industry first as a plumber earning
his journeyman’s license followed by a master’s license in 1983. He is
certified as an adult education instructor in plumbing and cross connection
control by the State of Kansas Board of Education. He is also certified as a
plumbing inspector through the International Plumbing and Mechanical
Officials. He is a “Block Tested” Master Plumber and received apprentice
training by the United Association, Plumbers and Pipefitters Local 249. He is
currently employed by the city of Topeka as a Cross Connection Inspector
and is currently contracted to conduct cross connection control workshops
for the Kansas Rural Water Association.
Terry has been conducting cross connection control workshops for the
KRWA since the early 2000s. Terry’s presentations are filled with real life
incidents and first-hand experiences, and he is a real pleasure to listen to
and learn from. When asked what he does away from work, he said that his
wife has season tickets to the Kansas City Chiefs games and she invites
him to go with her. He and his wife also spend a lot of time traveling
around the state following their 10 grandkids in youth sports.

City of Smith Center
Most Improved Water System

What does a city do that has water with high iron
and manganese and has a 90-plus year-old plant that
is in need of major rehabilitation? Taking the plant
off-line and providing raw well water to customers
without treatment was not a reasonable option as
customers were accustomed to treated water and
would not have been happy with discolored water.
Even though iron and manganese are not regulated,
meaning the city was not required to provide further
treatment, the city ultimately made the decision to
construct a new removal plant. Providing customers
with good quality water was the motivation for a
decision to enter into a $3.3 million dollar project.
Those were some of the considerations in KRWA
naming the city of Smith Center as the Most Improved Water System in
Kansas in 2015.
The new plant, funded by a KDHE Public Water Supply Loan, consists of
aeration followed by filtration, new high service pumps, and a storage tank to
reclaim and reuse backwash water from the filters. Prior to this project, city
personnel were busy making improvements to the distribution system,
especially installing new valves. Since purchasing new valve insertion
equipment, the city has replaced at least 35 mainline valves. With the valve
insertion equipment, the city has been able to install valves in the system
without disrupting service to customers.
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mporia, Kansas has the best tasting water in Kansas
as judged at the 49th KRWA Annual Conference in
Wichita. In a very competitive contest, a panel of
judges tasted water from a number of systems throughout
the state and the winner, for the seventh time in 14
annual taste tests was the city of Emporia.
Emporia operates a surface water treatment plant
treating water from the Neosho River. In 1880, Emporia
built one of the first waterworks systems in the State of
Kansas. Since then, many improvement projects were
undertaken with a major renovation project in 1995 that
included construction of eight new filters, installing
computerized flow-paced chemical feed equipment, and
becoming the first water plant in Kansas to use ozone as
the primary disinfectant. In 2000, a third solids contact
basin was constructed, and two new filters were placed
A major expansion of the Emporia water plant was completed
in 1995. This photo shows the clariﬁcation basins with the
plant building and laboratory in the background. The city uses
ozonation to treat drinking water. Ozone is used as the
primary disinfectant and allows the city to produce water with
very low disinfection byproducts.

This photo shows some of the plant equipment.

into service increasing plant capacity to 15 million gallons
per day (MGD). Obviously, Emporia has very good tasting
water which is a testament to the attention paid to details by
plant personnel as well as the dedication by the city
governing body over the years in maintaining quality
facilities and providing high quality water to customers.
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The judges chose the city of Longford as having the
second best tasting water. Longford, a small city with a
population of 79 in north-central Kansas, utilizes
groundwater as their source. Water is drawn from the
Dakota formation. The water is naturally very soft,
especially compared to most groundwater in Kansas.
Longford boosts it has the purest water in Kansas and it
would be a real treat for anyone who hasn’t yet tasted it. It is
this naturally soft water that prompted a small water bottling
company to locate in Longford. Longford customers are
very fortunate to have very good quality water available to
them.

These photos show the
one of the pitless unit
wells and the water
storage tank in Longford.
Longford, located in
southern Clay County,
pumps water from the Dakota Aquifer. The town is
also home to the Longford Water Company. That
bottled water has placed high in national
competitions for bottled water.

Chanute, like Emporia, draws water from the Neosho River.
This photo shows the city’s water plant. The second photo
shows the clariﬁcation and softening basins. Chanute’s plant
is rated at 6.0 MGD; average usage is in the range of 2.0 MGD.

Judges for the 2016 Taste Test were (left to right) Shane’ Hastings,
Director of Community Programs at USDA Rural Development;
David Grimm, city of Hiawatha, and Gary Smith, former USDA
Rural Development Program Chief and now with Schwab - Eaton,
P.A., Manhattan. Dan Clemens, HD Waterworks Supply,
McPherson, KS was also a judge; Dan was presenting in a training
session at the time this photo was taken.

Third place in the 2016 Taste Test contest went to the
city of Chanute. As with Emporia, the source of water
for Chanute is the Neosho River. The city operates a
lime softening plant rated at 6.0 MGD. Average usage
in the city is around 2.0 MGD with peak usage at about
2.5 MGD. Lime and other coagulants are added for
softening and enhanced settling. Free chlorine is used
as the primary disinfectant followed by combined
chlorine as a maintenance residual in the distribution
system. Six state certified operators are responsible for
around the clock operation of the water treatment plant.
Congratulations to the three winners. KRWA
appreciates the interest in the Taste Test. Thanks to all
of the systems that brought samples to the 2016 KRWA
conference for the competition. The city of Emporia
will represent Kansas in the Great American Taste Test
next February in Washington, D.C.
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Prizes Donated by
Associates
Donated by

KU Public Management Center
D C & B Supply
EBH & Associates
BG Consultants
Midwest Fire Training
A Y McDonald
EBH & Associates
Bartlett & West, Inc
Payment Service Network
BG Consultants
BG Consultants
Fishing Reel
BG Consultants
Jayhawk Software
BG Consultants
Truck Component Services
Truck Component Services
BG Consultants
Earles Engineering
Professional Computer Systems
Bartlett & West, Inc
City of Lyons
Elliott Insurance Group
Earles Engineering
Bartlett & West, Inc
Larkin Lamp Rynearson
Bartlett & West, Inc
Collection Bureau of Kansas
Elliott Insurance Group
Sweatshirt
Team Laboratory
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Prize

Thank you to all the sponsors who donated; these prizes
were given at the Thursday noon luncheon.
Winner

Supervisory Leadership Training
James Bentz
50-inch Magnavox Television
Dave Punches
16 Watt LED Portable Work Light
Chadd Posch
$25 Gift Certificate
Kendal Francis
Free Training Certificate
Craig Collins
$100 Walmart Gift Card
Mike Mabrey
LED Portable Work Light
Alan Scheuerman
Kansas City Royals Gear
Eldon Brown
$50 Gift Certificate
Levi Lawrence
$50 Gift Certificate
Patricia Sanchez
$25 Gift Certificate
John Sweet
FTC Equipment
Sandy Taverner
$25 Gift Certificate
Becky Walden
Gift Card & Cup
Travis Payne
$50 Gift Certificate
Scott Gibson
Yildiz 12 Gauge Shotgun
Chris Farinacci
Yildiz 12 Gauge Shotgun
Chris Farinacci
$25 Gift Certificate
Alan Zlatnik
KU Beverage Wood Case, Pewter Glassware Reggie Ford
Templeton Rye Whiskey
Susan McKenzie
Kansas City Royals Gear
Bill Huss
Gift Basket
Nancy Huss
Keurig Brewer
Robin Edmonds
KSU Beverage Wood Case, Pewter Glassware Nancy Meirowsky
Kansas City Royals Gear
Rod Bigham
Dremel 200
Jalayne Turner
Kansas City Royals Gear
Galen Penner
$100 VISA Gift Card
Keith Leddy
Craftsman 2-Piece Tool Combo Kit
Ralph Ohl
Hydro Resources
Rosette Randel
Hunting Knife
Norma Ohlde
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Represents

City of Beloit
City of Burlingame
City of Clearwater
City of Coffeyville
City of Dighton
City of Edgerton
City of Ellis
City of Eudora
City of Eureka
City of Humboldt
City of Lyons
City of Lyons
City of Mulberry
City of Mullinville
City of Ozawkie
City of Pittsburg
City of Pittsburg
City of Rossville
City of Scott City
City of White City
Doniphan RWD 5
Doniphan RWD 5
Douglas RWD 3
Harvey RWD 1
Jefferson RWD 1
Leavenworth RWD 7
Marion RWD 4
Sumner RWD 5
Sumner RWD 5
Waddell & Reed
Washington RWD 2

Business,
Friendship and Fun

T

The region’s largest water conference runs on relationships

he theme of the Kansas Rural Water Association’s
2016 annual conference and exhibition was “Quality
Water: Made in Kansas.”
While the conference provides opportunities for training,
learning about new equipment and obtaining necessarily
certification for water system work, it also gives all those
who attend a time to make new acquaintances and meet up
with old friends for some quality time together.
The Lifeline caught up with a few of those who attended
to find out why they came to the region’s largest water
conference.
Linda Latham has been the city clerk of Winona for
more than 20 years. She began attending the conference last
year when Dan Lewallen became the city superintendent
and suggested that they both attend the conference together.
“I know it will be well worth my time,” Lewallen said. The
classes, entertainment, and vendors are what make the
conference great for Latham. “You always learn from
talking to other people who are in your same field,” she
said.
Chris Zahn, a water operator from the city of Newton,
attended the Variable Frequency Drives pre-conference
session, and said he appreciated the technical information
provided. The 2016 conference was the second he had
attended. “I like the information you get, and all the
connections to the different things you have here,” he said.
The annual conference gives Joel and Shana Downer an
opportunity to meet new people and spend some fun time
together. Joel Downer, who works in collections and
wastewater treatment for the city of Derby, uses the
opportunity to work on his certification, learn new
information, and make new contacts, including with
vendors. “I can learn about new products in minutes,” he
said. Shana Downer said she enjoys the giveaways from the
booths. “It’s like the State Fair used to be,” she said.
Kelly Rippel, water access manager for Oral Health
Kansas, said “yes” to a last-minute invitation to provide an
information booth in the Exhibition Hall. The organization
from Topeka was on a waiting list for exhibitors, and got the
call just days before the conference began that a spot had
opened. Rippel distributed information about fluoridated
water, along with toothbrushes and sugar-free gum. “I’ve
had nothing but positive feedback,” he said.
The 2016 conference was the seventh for Gary Giffin,
who works in water and wastewater maintenance for the city
of Waverly. He likes the convenience of having all of the
classes in one location, and catching up with acquaintances.

“It’s a good time to see a lot of people you know from other
places,” he said. “Vendors come by our town, and it’s great
to also touch base with them here.”
A group of board members from Rooks RWD 3 attended
the conference together. Many of the group’s members have
been attending for at least 11 years. “You get lots of
information,” said Sandy Benoit, the district’s secretary and
bookkeeper. “It’s good to catch up on everything, and for
districts to talk to other people who are in the same
situations as they are.”
Steve Tharman has been attending the KRWA
convention for 21 years. “This is a big family reunion,” he
said. “I really miss those who no longer attend or can no
longer visit.” Tharman, who works for the national Water
and Environmental Program in the Rural Utilities Service
for USDA Rural Development, said he has attended both in
his professional capacity, and also as a representative of the
city of Paxico, where he lives. In exchange for a $100
investment from Paxico last year (for a hotel room in
Wichita,) he was able to secure a grant that paid for 90
percent of a project for new sidewalks and parks – with a 10
percent match from the city. “We just opened the bids last
week,” he said. “This is a great place to find those kinds of
things.”
Jeff Taylor, a sales engineer for DXP Pump & Power,
said he attends the Exhibition show every year to represent
his company. “These are my customers who show up for
this show,” he said. “The show gives me the opportunity to
see multiple customers in one place. It’s kind of a one-stop
shop, and it allows me to be able to maximize my exposure
to a lot of customers in a short amount of time.”
The conference was the first for Don Steeples, who is in
his first year as mayor of the city of Palco. He said he
observed a difference between some of the state’s smaller
communities, who were struggling to keep their rural water
systems alive, and larger communities represented in many
of the sessions that were looking for ways to grow their
systems. Still, he said, the information was useful. “I’ll be
back again, as long as I’m the mayor,” he said.
Sarah Green is a writer, editor and consultant.
A graduate of the William Allen White School of
Journalism and Mass Communications at the
University of Kansas, Green has written for local
and national publications including The Hutchinson
News, the KHI News Service and Saveur magazine.
She lives in Wichita.
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