By Sharon Dwyer, KRWA President

The Many
Hats We Wear

B

y the looks of the spring bulbs
starting to emerge from the
ground, it looks as if spring is
just around the corner. The new year is
under way and it is time to think about
what winter time projects still need to
be done. Of course my most dreaded
project is working on our personal tax
return. But once it is organized and to
the accountant I have such a feeling of
relief and actually look forward to the
annual re-organization of my office.
As I still work part time at Douglas
RWD 5, I was able to help out with
getting preparations made for the
annual visit of the auditor.
I always considered the audit report
as somewhat of a grade card for my
work during the year. I tried to have all
the information as organized and
accurate as possible. Prior to my work
with the water district, I worked for a
group of certified public accountants.
Every year during tax season we
would get a least one “shoe box tax
return”. All the tax information stuffed
in a shoe box and it was up to the
accountant to sort it out. Let’s hope
none of our water systems in Kansas
have any “shoe box audits”.

The 2015 Annual Conference &
Wednesday, 3/25 and Thursday, 3/26.
Exhibition to be held in Wichita on
And I hope readers will plan to attend
March 24, 25 and 26 offers nine prethe annual business meeting of KRWA
conference sessions on Tuesday, 3/24.
on Thursday morning, 3/26. KRWA’s
Two of those sessions are specifically
audit report will be available and
designed for city clerks and rural water reports of activities will be
district administrators. I encourage
presented – and they won’t be from a
those attending these sessions to bring
“shoebox”, guaranteed!
their list of questions or topics that you
Each year, KRWA staff work to put
want to discuss. These sessions and the on a fantastic conference. This year,
48 other concurrent sessions will be
the “Many Hats We Wear” theme says
exceptional. The entire conference is a
much about the multitude of hats that
great opportunity to learn, to visit, to
people have to wear in working with
get to know your peers and to share
the smaller communities. This
information. The Keynote Address by
conference is not about KRWA – it's
Jen Sharp is one you should not miss.
about the water and wastewater
We are
industries in Kansas
immensely
– from the smallest
The entire conference is
pleased that
rural district and
Dr. Peter
city to the largest
a great opportunity to
Grevatt,
municipal water or
learn, to visit, to get to
Director of the
wastewater utility in
know your peers and to
Office of
Kansas. And it's
Ground Water
great to have some
share information.
and Drinking
utilities from
Water at U.S.
neighboring states
EPA, Washington and also, Tracy
also attending. The conference has
Streeter, Director of the Kansas Water
something for everyone for sure. As a
Office, will be able to address
long-time KRWA director, I see some
audiences at the noon luncheons on
of the struggles that staff go through

Don’t miss it! 2015 Annual Conference & Exhibiton
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to try to make this conference the best
it can be – and to have something new
and exciting each year. I'm completely
confident there'll be some surprises
again this year.

Remembering Our Fallen
Of all the “hats anyone wears”,
among the most respected are those
worn by America’s military
servicemen and women. To honor

those who have worn those hats, I am
thrilled to announce that KRWA has
arranged for the memorial
“Remembering Our Fallen” to be
featured in EXPO Hall during the 2015
Conference. The plans are to have this
large display in the northeast area of
EXPO Hall.
This tribute is impressive.
“Remembering Our Fallen” is a war
memorial that consists of individual
state exhibits created to remember our
country’s fallen, from The War on
Terror since the Twin Towers fell on
September 11, 2001. But unlike most
war memorials made of brick and
mortar, this memorial features the
photographs and information about
those who made the ultimate sacrifice
of their lives; it’s a reminder of the
tremendous cost of our freedom. The
legacy of the memorial is that these
men and women will be remembered
and their names will be spoken. I hope

that you will be part of this tribute to
all those from Kansas who gave their
lives in the service of their country.
Do plan to attend – and do plan to
make the 2015 Annual Conference &
Exhibition the best it can be for you
and your community. Remember, the
KRWA mission statement is to provide
education and leadership necessary to
enhance the effectiveness of Kansas’
water and wastewater utilities. The
Annual Conference meets that goal –
and much more.
Sharon Dwyer is the
current President of the
KRWA Board of Directors;
she was first elected to the
board in 1998. Sharon was
office manager for Rural
Water District No. 5,
Douglas County from
1981 until 2013 when she
retired from a full-time position. She is active
in numerous community programs, especially
church and 4-H activities.
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