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Fred Sheldon, National Rural
Water, comments on stimulus
funding, who’s a hero?

Kansas Rural Water Association
gave Fred Sheldon, President of the
National Rural Water Association
(NRWA) a warm KRWA welcome at
the Wednesday luncheon. Sheldon,
who only recently retired as Public
Works Director for the city of Omak, Washington,
commented on the additional funding that was approved
under the stimulus program for water and wastewater
system construction. He complimented state associations for
the efforts to support NRWA funding initiatives. Sheldon
was appointed to the NRWA board in 1994 and has served
as NRWA Secretary and as a member of the Finance and
Long Range Planning Committees. He also serves on the
board for Evergreen Rural Water of Washington.

Sheldon emphasized the words “Thank You” in his
remarks to the KRWA audience.

“When you go into your legislators’ offices, whether at
the state level or in D.C., always be courteous, whether or
not the Member of Congress or the aides agree or disagree –
thank them. Thank them for their time. Thank them for
listening to you. And follow up is important. Doing that
builds relationships that you never knew you had. My
experience is that too many people go to their Congressional
offices, asking $15 million for this, $16 billion for that.
Those offices meet with scores of people each day – they
will remember those who say thank you,” he said. 

Sheldon closed by describing what the word “hero” might
mean to people. “My wife is a district manager for the Red
Cross. Every year, they sponsor a hero’s breakfast and
honor someone nominated from the community. One year,
they presented the award to a man who saved a dog from

falling through ice on a lake. To some of us, a hero might be
a comic book hero; to others, the heroes were the firemen on
9/11 or to some the heroes may be the emergency response
people in a disaster,” he commented.

“Look around at others seated next to you; you see real
heroes,” he closed. 

Karl Mueldener addresses
Wednesday noon luncheon 

Karl Mueldener, Director of the
Bureau of Water at the Kansas
Department of Health and
Environment, was guest speaker at the
Wednesday noon luncheon. Nearly
1100 people attended. 

Mueldener has been Director at the
agency since 1988; he has worked at KDHE since 1975.
Responsible for management of state environmental water
quality regulating public water supplies, surface and
groundwater quality, Karl has witnessed a vast change in
how water systems are regulated mainly due to the standards
set by the Safe Drinking Water Act. 

“Kansas has a rich history in water,” he said. “Even
though we are only 1% of the national population, many
Kansans have been national leaders in the water quality
arena. He challenged the audience to stop and reflect on
what we are doing. 

“Sometimes we all get caught up with what is called
‘mission creep’. What is it that we are about in the public
water supply business? Well, we are all here to protect the
public health – it’s as simple as that. You’re not going to get
much credit for doing that – but I’m here today to say ‘thank
you for being here and for doing what you do’ because you
are doing a good job of protecting public health.”  He noted
that the last known public health issue in Kansas due to

Wednesday luncheon 
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drinking water contamination was in 1942. “Don’t take that
for granted,” Mueldener said. “There are reasons for that.
It’s because of the work of many people here in this hall, so
keep those disinfection units running, and doing a good job
protecting the public health.” 

Mueldener reviewed a trip he was invited to attend in the
summer of 2008, traveling with a delegation of water
experts from the U.S. to Israel. 

“Our history is only 150 years of history. That’s not very
long. My trip to Israel this past summer showed us 4,000
years of history.”

He discussed Israel’s highly centralized water system.
Israel reuses nearly all their effluent. He said, “And security
is their objective. In the U.S. we apply security concepts to
our water systems. In Israel water is part of the security
system. Israel’s water is distributed through a water grid.
The main water source is in the north, the Sea of Galilee. It
is 600 feet below sea level surrounded by 1000-foot
mountains, so there’s a 1,600 foot lift to start the process.” 

“The Golan Heights were captured in the six-day war in
1967. What I didn’t realize is the reason they’ve held on to
the occupied territories – it’s water. Nearly two-thirds of
Israel’s water comes from occupied territories,” he said. 

He cited the work of several municipalities in Kansas
being innovative in water reuse and conservation. He said
that by the end of 2010, Israel plans to have 100% reuse of
water. Kansas by comparison presently has about one-half
of one percent. 

“Public wholesale districts in Kansas – trust me I know
that going through the last drought cycles, we did not see
nearly the chaos in the public water supply business,”
Mueldener said. “Those have been a real success and
congratulations to all those, including Rural Development,
for making those systems happen.”

Mueldener closed by again complimenting all those 
who work in the public water supply industry. He added,
“The Association brings a lot of influence and when 
you roll that together with hard work, we will be well
prepared for tomorrow.”

Attorneys’ forum
The ninth annual Attorneys’ Forum was attended by 25

attorneys representing cities and rural water districts. The
Forum provides a unique opportunity for KRWA-
member water system attorneys to gain information and
to exchange opinions on topics pertinent to water utilities
in Kansas. Seven hours of Continuing Legal Education
(CLE) credit was available to attorneys attending the
entire session. There is no charge to attorneys who
attend. Thanks to Gary Hanson of Stumbo Hanson, LLP,
Topeka, who again assembled the Attorneys’ Forum
program. 

Presenters and topics included; 

• Terri Thomas, Senior Vice-President, Legal
Department, Kansas Bankers Association: Investing
and Protecting Public Funds

• Lara Zent, General Counsel, Texas Rural Water
Association, Austin, Texas: Parallels and
Perpendiculars: They do it different in Texas

• Marty Snyder, Assistant Attorney General, Office of
Attorney General Stephen Six: Ethics for Water
Utilities’ Attorneys

• Roundtable discussion (Part I): On-Call Time and
FLSA; Water Supply Contract Issues – “Demand”
Contracts, PWWSD Contracts, Minimum and
Maximum Quantities and Take-or-Pay Provisions;
Eminent Domain Practice; Open Records and
Homeland Security Conflicts; Territorial Issues Update

• David Scott, Esq., Kansas Secured Title, Topeka,
Kansas: Selected Issues in Real Estate Law for the
Utility Lawyer

Roundtable discussion (Part II): Legislative Update;
Cases and AG’s Opinions of Interest 

Doug Schmitt, Jefferson RWD 13, reaches for the rolls at
the end of one of the buffet lines.

Lunch is on – here they come.



42 THE KANSAS LIFELINE July 2009

Annual Conference Review

The Kansas Water Plan, reservoir restoration and
future funding were main themes of the address by
Kansas Water Office Director Tracy Streeter to

approximately 700 guests at the Thursday noon luncheon. 
After complimenting KRWA President Dennis

Schwartz as a recent recipient of the Fox Award, Streeter
explained the role and importance of
the Kansas Water Authority.

“It’s important to know that the water
governing business in the State of
Kansas has a governing board. It’s not
just bureaucrats; it’s not just legislators
who are involved. We are very
fortunate in this State to have a policy-
making board that Dennis (Schwartz)
sits on for your behalf as well as many
other interests across the state. The
Water Authority ultimately gets to decide what we move
forward on,” Streeter said. He encouraged those in the
audience to take interest in and become involved in the
basin advisory committees. 

Noting that western Kansas relies predominantly on
ground water, Streeter stated that the Ogallala Aquifer is
declining. “We are mining that Aquifer,” he said. “We’ve
got to figure a way, not to sustain it, but to extend its life. I
really don’t see a sustainable future for the Ogallala Aquifer
as long as western Kansas’ economy rides on agriculture.
We need to make sure that Aquifer lasts as long as
possible,” he commented. 

When it comes to surface water, the state’s reservoirs 
are one of the main components. Streeter discussed how
the federal reservoirs are necessary to provide backup to
maintain minimum streamflows during periods of drought.
He complimented the city of Sabetha, as an example, for
utilizing the Small Lakes Program of the State of Kansas
to build a flood control and water supply reservoir to take
care of their needs. Streeter said that the state is now
looking more at the federal reservoirs and their role in
future water supply. 

“We have an ample supply of water until we get into the
condition of a protracted drought, “ he said. “We then start to
see streamflows decline, reservoirs drop, aquifers decline, etc.
It’s trying to find the supply to stem our needs between floods.
We have averages but the average is just a number between a
flood and a drought. We seem to be on one extreme or the

other. If you look at water use, 83 percent
of water use in our state is used for
irrigation. In the Cimarron Basin, that
goes to 97 percent. And although we use
great quantities of water for public water
supply, it is paled by what is used for
irrigation. In the northeast corner of the
State, it’s the exact opposite. There very
little groundwater usage, most of it’s
surface water and the vast majority of it is
for municipal supply,” Streeter noted. 

Streeter stated that the sedimentation rate in John Redmond is
approaching 40 percent of the storage. “John Redmond happens
to be a back-up to the Wolf Creek Nuclear Power Plant; it’s
imperative that John Redmond continues to be able to meet the
needs of the water supplies of that area,” he cautioned. 

Although presentations were made early in the 2009 Kansas
Legislative Session to increase user fees paid to the State
Water Plan by 50 percent, Director Streeter stated that the
proposals would not likely be given further consideration due
to overall budgetary concerns. Public water systems presently
contribute three cents per thousand gallons sold at retail to
generate approximately $3.7 million. 

Streeter complimented the on-site technical assistance
provided by the Kansas Rural Water Association. That work
is funded through the Clean Drinking Water Fee that is a
component of the State Water Plan. 

Streeter closed by stating that reservoir sustainability will
be a priority for many years to come. “I want to underscore
that conservation and development of the state’s water
resources will be critical. Things like climate change,
population change – those two things alone dictate to us that
we have to start now,” he stated. 

Tracy Streeter, Director, Kansas
Water Office, discusses future
water supply concerns at the
Thursday luncheon

“It’s important 
to know that the water

governing business 
in the State of Kansas

has a governing board.” 
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Gary Smith, USDA
Rural Development,
explains funding
opportunities for water
and wastewater
utilities.

With 56 breakout sessions, most rooms were still packed
as was this session by Monica Wurtz from U.S. EPA.

Eileen Koutelas, Water One,
explains public relations efforts.

Door Prize winnners – Thursday luncheon
Prize Donated By Winner
Radio Flyer Wagon KRWA Harry Smith, Public Wholesale 13
$25 Gift Card Baker Manufacturing Steven Willhite, Butler RWD 3
Applebee's Gift Card JCI Industries Carl Miskimins, City of Wichita
Applebee's Gift Card JCI Industries Rance Kindred, City of Mulvane
Applebee's Gift Card JCI Industries Lyle Powers, City of Kechi
Digital Picture Frame BG Consultants Lynette Grier, City of Hiawatha
Bass Pro Gift Card SEMS Technologies Karen Ohlsen, Jackson RWD 3
Bass Pro Gift Card SEMS Technologies Robert Rose, City of Luray
Walmart Gift Card Advantage Computers Lynn Hoobler, City of Maple Hill
Garmin Nuvi JEO Consulting Alan Weinbrenner, McPherson BPU
$50 Cash Ponzer-Youngquist Tim George, Douglas RWD 4
KU Lawn Chair EBH & Associates Ginny Hulburt, Ellsworth RWD 1 (Post Rock)
KSU Lawn Chair EBH & Associates Alec Hrabe, City of Stockton
Garmin Nuvi MKEC Engineering Consultants Randy Bryant, City of South Hutchinson
Cobra Putter EAI Central Kurt Ziegler, City of Girard
Brita Water Pitcher City of Lyons Keith Leddy, Sumner RWD 5
Gift Basket City of Lyons Mary Meyer, Sumner RWD 5
Cordless Drill-Driver Set Anderson Peck Agency Tim Decker, Coffey RWD 3
Air Compressor Anderson Peck Agency Mike Dawson, Shawnee Cons. RWD 1
Anza Knife Team Laboratories Larry Rich, City of New Strawn
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The doors to EXPO Hall opened at 4 p.m. opened with
conference goers officially welcomed to the largest
display of products, technology and services available

in Kansas. Attendees crowded into the Hall, stopping for a
soda or bottle of “Quality on Tap” water provided by
KRWA, an assortment of cookies, popcorn and more. EXPO
Hall remained the focus and a beehive of activity until 6:30
p.m. when people began lining up to take part in “Carnival
Party 2009”. This was the evening’s entertainment with
numerous carnival games, the “Spider’ amusement ride, a
multi-game casino, water bingo, a palm reader, caricaturist,
Ron-The Bubbleman – and so much more. All this was
topped off by a plate of barbecue, beverages for kids and
adults alike, music and a lot of cheers and yells from those
winning tickets at the many games and events. Celebrations
and Ottaway Amusement, Wichita, helped set the stage to
keep everyone busy all night long.

Carnival Nite – 2009

KRWA's Carnival Party is like having a state fair
indoors with many midway trailer venues.

Keynoter Steven Iwersen and
Brandy Graybill ride The Spider.

Ron The Bubbleman pulls this
bubble over Paul and Janette
Froelich, Enterprise.

No, it's not Vegas but it's not costing anyone a penny.

Connie West, 
city of Deerfield,
won the chance 

at making a 
50' putt for $10,000. 

She took home the
consolation prize of $150.

Laser Sport is an electronic skeet
shoot that always has a line.
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Carnival Party 2009 Prize Winners
Prize Name

$10,000 Putt Connie West, City of Deerfield

Disney Trip Treasa Martin, City of Colwich

32" Flat Screen TV Robert Rose, City of Luray

Nintendo Wii Dean Banker, City of Hugoton

IROBOT Roomba Charles Koch, Baileyville Improvement Dist. No. 1

Garmin Nuvi 750 Stacy Rogers, City of Mount Hope

IPOD Nano Curtis Swenson, City of Miltonvale

RCA Home Theatre Ashley Kuhn, City of Palco

Gazebo Tent Rick Shain, City of Marysville

Juicer Kyla Schlabach, Washington RWD 1

Food Saver Linda Johnson, City of Winfield

Kodak Easy Share Digital Camera Steve Duke, City of Gardner

Meat Slicer Alice Geisler, City of Leonardville

Coleman 7 Person Tent Melodi Bowen, City of Waverly

High Power Shooting Target Don Colson, City of St. Marys

Coleman Queen Air Bed Shannon Young, City of Lyons

Sony 1080P Upconvert DVD Player Will Kaufman, Marion RWD 4

Countertop Wine Refrigerator Patricia Sanchez-Bosler, City of Humboldt

Black & Decker Compressor/Battery Jumper Grant Sechler Jr, City of Anthony

HP 4240 All In One Printer Gloria Musick, Franklin RWD 5

IPOD Shuffle Brad Barbour, Sedgwick RWD 2

Black & Decker Compressor/Inverter Frank Staggenborg, City of Beattie

Convection Oven Ronald Cheyney, Neosho RWD 6

Coleman Dual Fuel Lantern Aaron Campbell, Franklin RWD 4

Cutlery Set Stacy Meyer, Sumner RWD 5

Blender/Food Processor Trevis Scott, City of Gardner

Tower Fan Norma Ohlde, Washington RWD 2

2-Way Radio Joshua Beaton, City of Scott City

Blender Barb Hoch, City of Burlington

Coleman Solar Charger Roger Koch, City of Axtell

.22 Rifle Shooting Target Aaron Campbell, Franklin RWD 4

Soccer Goal John Larson, City of St. Francis

Coleman Sleeping Bag Dave Grimm, City of Hiawatha

Goodyear Racing Shop Seat Leland Cable, City of Garden City

Catfish Rod & Reel Combo Alice Kimble, Wabaunsee RWD 2

Camp Cot Paul Froelich, City of Enterprise

Lawn Chair w/Canopy Tony Martinez, City of Haysville

Shakespeare Bass Rod & Reel Combo Robert Miller, Montgomery RWD 2

Shakespeare Ultra Lite Rod & Reel Combo Donna Koch, City of Axtell

Atomic Clock Rita Gehrke, City of Herington

12-Piece Cookware Set Mike Young, City of Lyons

Taking aim at another prize.

There were
beverages 

for all ages.

Okay – who tossed that duck on lane 4?

Hold my hand - tell me what 
the future holds.

Servin’ up a good
time – at the
Carnival Party.




