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he community of Morrowville is
located in Washington County in
northeast Kansas. The city was

founded in 1884. Throughout its
history, Morrowville citizens have
always been ready to pitch in on
projects that better the community. In
the summer of 2013, the city
completed a water system
improvement project. Funding was
provided through the Kansas
Department of Commerce’s KAN
STEP program. Volunteers provided
the sweat equity to make the
installations. 

In reviewing Morrowville’s history, I
learned that the post office was
established in 1881 and was moved to
the Morrow Station in 1884. The
official name of the town was changed
to Morrowville on June 7, 1894,
because of confusion in the mail with
the Brown County town of Morrill. 

T

Morrowville KAN STEP Sparkplug Don
Slater and Mayor Tony Fencil watch as
KRWA Tech Assistant Greg Metz washes
a foam swab from pigging the first
section of new pipeline.
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In 1923, local resident Jim Cummings watched a pipeline
being built across his farm northwest of town and thought
there must be a better way to fill the ditch than with mules
and slip scrapers. After some thought and
with the help of several other people in the
community Jim's idea became a reality in a
blacksmith shop. When it was completed
Jim went out on the pipeline and proved
that his machine would work and promptly
received a contract to fill the line all the
way to Freeman, Missouri. From that time
forward the "bulldozer" was the standard
method of filling the ditch. A replica of the
world’s first bulldozer is located in the
Morrowville city park. 

Morrowville, like many other small
towns in Kansas, has had a history with
storefronts but they now stand empty.
These include service stations, lumber
yards, grocery stores, and more. The
town’s population has declined. This is due
to there being more and better-paying jobs
in other towns that are larger. The highest
population in Morrowville was 260. The
estimated population of Morrowville is
now at 173. Although the population has
declined the citizens still work together and
are proud of their town. 

KAN STEP helps
To further show the commitment by

the community to a future in
Morrowville, the city applied for and
received a KAN STEP grant from the
Kansas Department of Commerce to
make improvements to its water
system. The grant amount was
$131,442. KAN STEP is the acronym
for Kansas Small Town Environment
Program that is funded through the
Kansas Department of Commerce and
Housing. 

KAN STEP has successfully used
'sweat equity' to help communities
reduce costs of water system
improvements in more than ten cities
and RWDs; the program has
constructed numerous fire stations and
community centers across Kansas. On
the Morrowville water project,
volunteers donated $94,839 in labor

and services. The Manhattan Konza
Rotary Club also donated participation
by Rotarians to help on the
Morrowville project, as well as a cash

donation of $4,000. Consultant for the project was Stuart
Porter, Schwab – Eaton, P.A., Manhattan, KS. 

Morrowville’s water project involved the replacement of a
main transmission line that had been located under Kansas

KRWA staff member Pete Koenig records the pressure reading on the first section of
line pressure tested in Morrowville. Who says volunteers can't do good
workmanship? All new lines installed passed the pressure testing.
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Greg Duryea has worked for KRWA since 1993 as
a Technical Assistance. He presently also serves as
Assistant General Manager which includes help in

managing KRWA’s training and technical
assistance programs. Greg holds a Class I water

operator certification; he is the certified operator
for Sycamore Springs Resort in Brown County. 

Highway 15. That arrangement was particularly bothersome
on many occasions as various breaks were disruptive to
traffic. Other work included looping of some lines and
replacement of other sections of main. Members of the Core
Committee were Council Members Ed Miller and Scott
Mizer, and operator Jerry Baker. 

On April 23, 2013 the volunteers in Morrowville began
excavating for the new pipeline, valve, fire hydrants and
meter setters. The project involved
4,400 feet of 4-inch pipeline, 300
feet of 2-inch line, 400 feet of 1-
inch line and 1100 feet of ¾-inch
P.E. pipe for the services. Two road
bores were required under Highway
15; another bore crossed a
wastewater line. Eleven new valves
and eleven new hydrants were
installed; there were 22 meter
setters replaced or added. The city
also installed more than 6,000 feet
of tracer wire to better locate the
waterlines. 

Don Slater was the spark plug for the project. Don
coordinated materials and volunteers for various work
aspects on the project. Generally Don’s management had a
day crew and an evening crew at work. The project was
completed in July 2013 with only street repairs remaining at
that time. 

Jeremy (Jerry) Baker also assisted the city with the
installations. He is the certified operator in the community
of Greenleaf. Greenleaf, thanks in great measure to Jerry

and fellow operator Cody Rosebaugh,
completed a KAN STEP water project in
Greenleaf. Jerry’s knowledge and drive
to assist in Morrowville was an
inspiration to everyone else. 

Kansas Rural Water Association
(KRWA) was the inspector on the project.
KRWA Tech Assistant Greg Metz
assisted the city with the inspection and
some installation of the materials. Pete
Koenig and I also helped out on some of
the more challenging sections of the
project. One particular corner that called
for a tie-in to the existing line required
more than half of the intersection to be
excavated. Nobody in Morrowville knew
exactly how the old lines were installed.
So much for those old maps! 

KRWA staff also assisted with pigging,
disinfecting, flushing and bacteriological
testing the lines before connecting to the
existing system. The connections were
made in one day at three different
locations. These tie-ins removed the
problem areas from service. 

The KAN STEP water project at Morrowville helped the
city gain a much needed improvement to the distribution
system and eliminated some problem areas such as the
mainline that had been buried under Highway 15.
Morrowville purchases water from Washington RWD 1.
Keeping leaks to a minimum is important to the city. Paying
for water due to leakage has a direct effect on the water

rates. The city’s rates would have had
to be increased had the water loss not
been reduced. 

If your community needs
improvements, I suggest you visit with
the Kansas Department of Commerce
to determine if your community
qualifies for a KAN STEP grant. You
can contact Salih Doughramaji, Kansas
Department of Commerce at 785/296-
3485. More than 80 projects are also
showcased on KRWA’s Web site at
www.krwa.net, then under “Technical

Assistance”. It’s a pretty good summary of what some other
communities are accomplishing.

Morrowville Core Committee Member Jerry Baker drives a steel post as part of
the thrust protection at the point of the connection where Morrowville purchases
water from Washington RWD 1.
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