
By Rita Clary, KRWA Tech Assistant

estled along the Neosho River in the far
southeastern corner of Kansas at the junction of
highways US 166 and US 59, approximately three

miles from the Oklahoma border, and twenty-five miles
from the Missouri border, sits the city of Chetopa, KS.
Chetopa was named after the Osage Indian, Chief Chetopah.
The name literally means “Four Houses” in the native
dialect. Native Americans and early white settlers first
settled along the Neosho River in the early 1840’s. During
President Grant’s administration (1868), Dr. George Lisle
established the Chetopa Town Company by purchasing the
area west of the river from the U.S. Land and Grant office.
In 1880 Postmaster J.M. Cavaness successfully petitioned
the official removal of the ending “h” in the original
spelling of Chetopah. The first railroad to serve the corner
of Kansas, the Missouri-Kansas-Texas (The Katy, or K-T)
Railroad, was instrumental in further establishing the area in
June 1870. Chetopa, KS today has a population of 1,253.

More recently, issues with the city main sewer lines, lift
stations and sewer lagoons have been a growing concern for
Chetopa. During a routine sewer lagoon inspection
conducted by the Kansas Department of Health and
Environment (KDHE) in January 2006, no major

N
deficiencies were noted but there were several areas of
concern that needed to be addressed by the city. These were: 

■ severe erosion of the berms of the lagoon system;

■ trees growing on the berms of the lagoon system;

■ cattail growth throughout the lagoon system;

■ sludge accumulation in the receiving cell of the lagoons;

■ extensive animal burrowing on the backside 
of the third cell.

Sewer lines also became a problem for the city with
sewage backups, resulting in damage in residences and
churches. This was a costly item on several occasions as
insurance claims amounted to a total of $45,000. The
governing body then decided to have the system videoed
during a cleaning operation. City Clerk Crumrine
commented, “They found that our sewer lines were in very
bad shape and some were ready to collapse.”
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The founders of the city of
Chetopa are memorialized
on this monument located

in the city park.
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conditions was presented to Chetopa on
April 6, 2010 by USDA Rural
Development Specialist Christie
McReynolds of the Iola District Office. 

Rates had to be increased to generate
revenue to repay the loan. When asked
how the residents reacted to the
increase in the sewer rates from a flat
rate of $8.25 to $26.24 which is the
state average in Kansas, City Clerk
Crumrine offered the following:
“Mostly our residents were aware that
sewer rates needed to be increased but

In June 2009, the city council
decided to seek funding to address
these issues. They hired the
engineering firm of Shafer, Kline
and Warren, Iola, KS, to conduct an
engineering study. According to
Project Consultant Rex Heape, the
engineering review noted that
Chetopa had experienced infiltration
and inflow problems for years. 

“There are locations from broken
sewer mains causing washout of
surrounding soils; several trucks
sank in these holes down to the
frame,” consultant Heape reported
to KRWA. He added, “The old clay
tile pipe, some dating back to the
early 1900’s, is deteriorating with
many cracks; collapsing pipes are
causing a high rate of I&I to the
point that lift station pumps can not
keep up with the flow. The main
pump station has three pumps; all
are in need of repairs or replacement as well as the need
to replace a force main from one smaller lift station. In
addition, the city’s three-cell waste stabilization pond is
in need of work including the removal of sludge. Until
several years ago, the city’s surface water treatment plant
sludge went to the waste stabilization lagoon system.
This additional loading decreased the normal time
needed before sludge had to be removed from a lagoon
system. With an upgrade to the surface water plant, the
sludge is no longer going to the wastewater system. In
addition to the need to remove the accumulated sludge,
there are trees that need to be removed from the dikes,
repairs made to eroded dikes, replacement of the interior
plumbing and control boxes to prevent short circuiting,
and addition of rip-rap to prevent future erosion.” 

The engineering firm estimated the project at a total
cost of $3 million. The city applied for a Kansas
Department of Commerce Community Development
Block Grant in October 2009; the city was notified on
January 13, 2010 that their application had been
declined. Past performance points were lost for the grant
funding due to extensions on a prior water system grant.
A funding application was then made to the USDA Rural
Development for the wastewater project. The USDA
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA)
funded $3 million to the city of Chetopa for planned
wastewater infrastructure improvements. Funding of
individual projects is contingent upon their meeting the
terms of the loan or grant agreements. A letter of

Funding of individual
recipients is contingent
upon their meeting the

terms of the loan or 
grant agreements.

USDA Rural Development Program Director
Gary Smith presents a cer�ficate in
recogni�on of Chetopa's wastewater u�lity
improvements to City Clerk Toni Crumrine
and Council Member Debbie Crumrine.



were concerned as to why the big increase all at once. We
had to increase our rates to the state average in order to
apply for the Community Development Block Grant
funding. Whenever a decision is made to increase a utility
rate so drastically, the impact that it will have on your
residents must be considered and our governing body gave
this rate increase a lot of thought. Chetopa has a high

percentage low- and moderate-income (LMI) ratio.
Many live on a fixed income and that is one of the
main reasons that we did not seek funding with
another grant source because we would have had to
increase our rates to $40 per month which was out of
the question for our community.”

In conjunction with USDA, the city of Chetopa and
USD #505 elementary classes kindergarten through
fifth grade celebrated Earth Day, April 22, 2010 in a
grand style. The younger classes decorated paper
grocery sacks donated by the local grocery store,
Chetopa Foods. The grocery sacks were then used for
customers on Earth Day at the store. Gary Smith, USDA
Program Director, Topeka, and Christie McReynolds,
Iola RD Specialist attended the celebration.

“As we celebrated the 40th anniversary of Earth Day,
the city of Chetopa was awarded an American Recovery
Reinvestment Act (ARRA) Wastewater project from the
USDA Rural Development. With help from USDA Rural
Development, the ARRA stimulus funding will allow
Chetopa to make improvements and repairs to the
sanitary sewer system and allow the city to provide a safe
and healthy environment for the residents of the
community. As with all small communities, Chetopa
needed to find the most economical way to obtain funds
to make these improvements that will benefit the city at a
cost that the citizens can afford,” said Clerk Crumrine.
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Chetopa – Pecan Capital

Catfish Capital of Kansas

The city of Chetopa is well-known for two things:

catfish and pecans. Chetopa has been dubbed the

“Catfish Capital of Kansas” due to its excellent year-

round fishing for catfish; it’s known for having the

largest catches of catfish in the state. City Clerk Toni

Crumrine chuckles: “The city of Chetopa and

Burlington like to battle over the term ‘catfish capital’;

it’s not a Kansas proclamation; it began as friendly

competition on the Neosho River years back”. The city

is also known for the large paddlefish (spoonbill)

fishing below the low-river dam. Many fishermen

gather along the river to snag spoonbill during the

fishing season March 15 through May 15. 

Chetopa, KS –

Pecan Capital of

Kansas

Chetopa also takes

pride in the Kansas

Legislature’s

passage of

Resolution No.1836

on April 9, 2002

naming Chetopa as the “Pecan Capital of

Kansas”. The resolution was a result of a combined

community effort by the Chetopa Community Task Force,

the city, and USD 505 to recognize the pecan industry. The

area is famous for its production of Chetopa Native

Pecans. Three million pounds of pecans are harvested

annually from the 8,500 acres of native groves in the

Chetopa area. Kansas-grown pecans are recognized

across the nation for their excellent, brightly-colored,

sweet, and oily kernels. Pecan trees line the streets of

Chetopa; one out of every four trees is a pecan. An annual

Pecan Festival is held on the third Saturday in November

with events throughout the day that help recognize and

promote this important area industry.

Bill Wi�ner, former Water Operator, City Clerk Toni Crumrine
and U�lity Supervisor Bryan Midge�, review project plans.
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With the $500,000 CDBG
award, the city must now

decide whether to
increase the scope of the

project to total
$3,500,000 or keep the

project as is and
decrease the ARRA

funding to $2,500,000. 

Rita has extensive
municipal experience with

the city of Troy, KS for
eleven years. She was a

certified EMT and served
as Ambulance Director for

two years and supervised
the volunteer staff. Rita

also worked on or
completed most water and wastewater utility

reporting requirements. Her focus at KRWA is
to provide assistance with applications for

funding for community facilities. 

that the sewer rates will need to be
increased an additional $1.80 per
month. The city’s project was the last
wastewater project to be funded by
ARRA stimulus money in Kansas.
Bryan Midgett, Utility Leadman,
comments, “This sewer project will
resolve bypass and other infiltration
issues that the city has continually had
to deal with in the past.” City Clerk
Toni Crumrine adds, “Chetopa is very
fortunate to get affordable funding to
completely overhaul our sanitary sewer
system and these improvements should
last for years to come.”

Chetopa Foods Clerk Deborah Radel
displays USD 505 Chetopa-St. Paul
elementary students’ Earth Day
artwork.

Three of the students of
USD 505 Chetopa-St. Paul,
as they par�cipated in
ac�vi�es on the 40th
Anniversary of Earth Day,
April 22, 2010.

Chetopa had the opportunity to
reapply for a Community Development
Block Grant and the city was
successful, receiving an award of
$500,000 on August 1, 2010 in a
special round of funding from the
Kansas Department of Commerce. The
special round of funding had these
requirements:

■ no KAIC meeting with all funding
agencies would be held;

■ no past performances with KDOC
would be noted;

■ no preliminary engineering report,
other than a cost estimate.

With the $500,000 CDBG award, the
city must now decide whether to
increase the scope of the project to
total $3,500,000 or keep the project as
is and decrease the ARRA funding to
$2,500,000. If the full $3,000,000 of
ARRA funds is used, it is estimated


